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The Queen Mother 
other “Royals” whe’ 
Smithfield Market. 
“Pearly King’’ Roy 
mother-of-pearl encr 
robes, pays homage te 
Mother — and was rew 


The Princess they called “Goldilocks”: page 76 


FOCUS: THE MONTH IN 
WORDS & PICTURES 


Sweden’s King and Queen meet 
Nelson Mandela on their state visit 
to South Africa. Prince Bertil dies 
and one of the great modern love 
stories comes to an end. 


DIANA: HER NEW LIFE 
AFTER CHARLES 


The obstacles keep appearing, but 
the Princess of Wales keeps on 
going in ber determination to 
create a new life outside the 
Establishment and Royal Family. 


CAMILLA: HAS CHARLES 
FOUND HIS SOULMATE? 


Nobody has a good word for her and 
the world refuses to see that 
perhaps Prince Charles at last bas 
found the soulmate that Diana very 
obviously wasn't. 


51 
62 


Editor MARCO HOUSTON 


WHITHER MOTHER 
RUSSIA NOW? 


As Russia struggles to come to 
terms with its new-found 
democracy, Grand Duchess Leonide 
talks exclusively about the chances 
of a Romanov restoration. 
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Diana meets Mother Theresa in New York: page 24 


NA the world’s favourite royal magazine 


Victoria's wedding dress: page 64 


FASHIONWATCH: BACK 
TO THE LAST CENTURY 


On the 100th anniversary of Queen 
Victoria’s Jubilee, Fashionwatch 
goes back more than a century to 
discover what was all the rage 
among the Royal ladies. 


ROYAL RECONCILIATION 
IN ROMANIA 


While Romania struggles to shake 
Off its past of communist control, 
Prince Paul and the country’s 
royals seek a common cause to 
ensure their country’s future. 


ROYALS HAVE A FUTURE? ALL OUR YESTERDAYS: 


THE PRINCESS ROYAL 


The next generation of Europe’s 
Royals comes to maturity as the 
millennium approaches; the start 


She was the Princess her family 
called “Goldilocks” and King 
George V's favourite child; an 


of & major new series looking 
towards the future of monarchy. 
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object lesson on duty for young 
Royals. 


THE ROYALTY LAST WORD: OUR 
BOOKCLUB READERS SPEAK OUT 
A great opportunity to start Has Diana missed her target 


as she seeks to build a new 
life? Why Princess Grace 

would be proud of her eldest 
daughter Princess Caroline. 


building your own Royal Library! 
Our special offer —the three books 
that rocked the House of Windsor 
to its foundations! 
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Peace and quiet have 
never been on the Royal 
agenda — but what little 

respite the various 
members of the House of 
Windsor have enjoyed in 
recent months seems to 
have come to an end. 
When Camilla Parker- 
Bowles was involved in 
@ car collision on a 
backwater lane in 
Gloucestershire, it was 
only the culmination of a 
Frenzy of media 
Speculation which 
included the Duke and 
Duchess of Kent — ts 
their marriage on the 
rocks? — the Duke and 
Duchess of York — is 
Sarah playing dog in the 
manger over Andrew's 
love hfe? — and, 
mevitably, the Princess of 
Wales — who's the new 
man/men in her life? We 
have no intention nor 
desire to add to the more 
prurient of this 
speculation, but in this 
issue we have taken a 
long, hard look at what 
the future would seem to 
hold for Diana as she 1s 
in the process of wiping 
out parts of her past by 
auctioning a large slice 
of her wardrobe in the 
Christie salesrooms on 
New Yorks Park 
Avenue. 
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WHEN EGYPT’S King Farouk was sent into exile in 
1952, he said: “In fifty years, there will be only 
five monarchs left - the kings of spades, hearts 
and diamonds and England.” He was wrong, as 
Dutch painter Adrian Stahlecker’s work shows. 
The artist poses with his painting produced for 
Holland’s Queen’s Day - he has produced one 
royal painting a year since 1976. Queen Beatrix 


is surrounded by sixteen other royals chosen “for 
the integrity or flamboyance of their lifestyle”. 
Can your spot Queen Elizabeth, the Queen 

Mother, Princess Juliana, King Juan Carlos, 
Prince Philip, Prince Rainier, King Carl Gustaf, 
Prince Willem Alexander, the Princess of Wales, 
Queen Paolo, Princess Stephanie, the Duchess of 
York, Queen Silvia and Queen Margrethe? 
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Prince Charles joined up with his favourite comedian Spike Milligan to 
unveil a restored Elfin Oak whose branches are home to carved elf and 
fairy figures (right). An £100,000 appeal was launched last year by Spike 
to save the 600 year-old tree. Spike had originally come to the aid of the 
ancient oak in 1964 after visiting it with his daughter, Laura. The oak 
tree lives in Kensington Gardens, also the site of the Peter Pan statue. 
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Basque 
terrorists 
kidnap plot 


foiled by 
French police 


A PLOT to kidnap or kill the 
daughter of the King of Spain 
has been foiled by the arrest of 
a leading terrorist. The 
Basque separatist group ETA 
intended to target Princess 
Elena, the 32 year-old 
daughter of King Juan Carlos 
at one of her riding schools in 
southwest France. 


But the plan was thwarted 
when suspected ETA leader Jose 
Luis Urrusolo Sistiaga was 
arrested and documents outlining 
the plot were discovered. 


The plot, which would have 
grabbed ETA worldwide 
headlines, was revealed by Roland 
Jacquard president of the 
International Observatory on 
Terrorism, who has close links 
with French security sources. 


He said: “Documents found at 
the time of Urrusolo’s arrest show 
that he had carried out very 
precise surveillance of the 
locations where the daughter of 
the Spanish King trained in 
equestrian stables in southwest 
France.” 


“Urrosolo had planned a very 
media-friendly symbolic coup— 
the kidnapping or assassination of 
the Spanish Infanta Elena,” he 
said. 


French police _ arrested 
Urrusolo, armed with a handgun 
and carrying false identity papers, 
after he drove through a police 
barrier in Bordeaux. He is now 
being held in Paris. 


Urrusolo, suspected of being 
one of ETA’s three leading 
members, had planned to kill a 
French military officer in 
Bordeaux on 19 January, the 
Spanish daily EZ Mundo has 


reported. 
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The Duke of Edinburgh was guest 
of honour at the Founder’s Day 
Parade at the Royal Hospital 
Chelsea. The veterans, some of 
whom served in the First World 
War, greeted the Duke with a 
guard of honour as musicians 
from the Royal Military School 
added a fanfare of trumpets. 

Not all the veterans were able to 
stand and Prince Philip took time 
to greet them individually. 

The Royal Hospital was built by 
Sir Christopher Wren for King 
Charles II 300 years ago who also 
approved the Scarlet coat as a 
uniform which is still worn today. 


Bertil & Lilian: 
last chapter of 
a great modern 
romance 


SWEDEN BADE its final farewell 
to one of its most highly respected 
royals, Prince Bertil, ona dull grey 
morning that reflected the 
sadness the nation felt at his 
death. 

Bleak winter landscapes were 
the setting for the funeral, which 
was attended by several members 
of Europe’s royal houses, includ- 
ing Prince Philip, who had 
gathered to pay their last respects 
to the prince and to support his 
widow, British-born Princess 
Lilian, in her grief. 

Principal among the 
mourners were King Carl Gustaf, 
the Prince’s nephew, and his wife 
Queen Silvia. 

The people of Stockholm, 
had been woken at daybreak by 
the sound of church bells pealing 
across the city in tribute to the 
prince, said goodbye not only toa 
highly respected royal, but to a 
man whose private life became a 
great modern romance. 

Princess Lilian’s marriage to 
Prince Bertil, in 1976, crowned a 
love story which had already 
lasted three decades, and which 
continued to the prince’s death, 
50 years after they'd first met. 

The delay in their marrying 
was due to the prince’s 
circumstances: the third of four 
sons, he had to choose between 
marrying the woman he loved or 
doing his duty when two of his 
brothers renounced their rights to 
the throne in order to marry 
commoners and the eldest was 
killed, leaving an infant son. 

Prince Bertil conceded to his 
father’s wishes and retained his 
claims to the throne which meant 
that he was able to guarantee the 
succession until Prince Carl 
Gustaf, the current king, was old 
enough to rule. 

It also meant he was unable to 
marry the love of his life, but he 
and Lilian, a former dancer and 
model from Wales whom he had 
met in London during the War. 


Prince Bertil and Princess Lilian (top) in their 
Stockholm home. The Welsh-born Princess is an 
extremely popular member of the Swedish Royal 
Family, especially close (above) to Queen Silvia. 

She and Bertil were never excluded from royal 
events in the country. 
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Prince Albert (above) with Her Serene Highness Princess Tatiana of 
Schaumburg at the Summer Ball in Monaco. In aid of the Monagasque 
Sovereign Order of Malta, the event was organised by Princess Catherine 
Colonna de Stigliano. Alongisde the famous and the beautiful the 1,000 plus 
guests included many European Royals. (Left) Prince Albert with former tennis 
champions Henri Leconte and Patrick Darmon, at the 100th anniversary of the 
Monaco Tennis Tournament. 
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Queen will 
share Golden 
Wedding 
celebrations 


THE QUEEN and Prince Philip 
are to share their golden wedding 
celebrations with 4,000 couples 
who married 50 years ago. Ballots 
are being arranged in each county 
to choose surviving couples from 
more than 100,000 marriages that 
took place in 1947. 

Successful applicants will 
receive an invitation to a 
Buckingham Palace garden party 
on July 15, at which the dress 
code will.be relaxed. Tea will be 
served in traditional elegant 
fashion after which the royal 
couple will mingle with guests in 
the Queen’s private grounds. 

A Palace spokesman said 
yesterday: “It was thought this 
would be an ideal way of enabling 
the Queen and Duke of 
Edinburgh to share this personal 
anniversary with others who 
share this personal landmark in 
their lives during 1997. We hope it 
will be a very happy occasion for 
everyone. “ 

The spokesman said that 
although’ the royal wedding 
anniversary fell on November 20, 
July had been chosen because it 
was warmer and stayed light 
longer. 

Referring to dress, she 
emphasised that it was a matter of 
choice. “If people want to wear 
tails it is up to them. But the 
correct dress description will be 
lounge suit. Most ladies choose to 
wear a hat, though it isn’t 
mandatory.” 

The Palace spokesman said 
that because no central record 
existed of “eligible couples”, 
people interested would have to 
apply for invitations. The lucky 
ones would be chosen by ballot, or 
draw, held in each county. 

The invitations would be 
distributed on a pro rata basis 
across Britain.Some would be 
extended to nationals of Australia, 
Canada, New Zealand and other 
countries who recognise the 
Queen as head of state. 
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‘King Carl Gustaf and Queen Silvia of Sweden with President Nelson 
Mandela during their state visit to South Africa. The Swedish Royals 
visited townships and (facing page, inset) the cell om Roben Island 
where Mr Mandela was imprisoned for years by the spares reeUne 
before his release in 1990. =, 
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The Princess of Wales on her 
visit to a Hindu temple in North 
London. Already visited by the 

Prince of Wales, the 
Swaminarayan Mission in 
Neasden and is the largest Hindu 
temple in Europe. Diana was 
dressed in white cotton and 
according to Hindu custom had a 
red powder mark on her forehead 
and removed her shoes before 
entering. 

(Right) The Princess entering the 
temple barefoot. (Below) 
Receiving flowers from a party of 
uniformed school children. 
(Facing page) The Princess with 
ared powder mark on her 
forehead, a traditional Hindu 
miark of faith. 
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Lords will 

debate Bill to 
change rules 
of succession 


THE QUEEN has given per- 
mission for a proposed law aimed 
at allowing women equal rights to 
succeed to the throne to proceed 
through Parliament. 


Peers were told that the 
Queen had given her approval for 
Lord Archer of Weston-super- 
Mare to press ahead with his 
Succession to the Crown Bill, 
which would overturn the 
tradition under which sons take 
precedence over daughters in the 
Royal Family. 


Although Buckingham Palace 
stressed that the decision was a 
“constitutional formality”, the 
move will be interpreted as an 
indication that the Royal Family is. 
happy for discussions on the 
future of the family to take place. 


The Queen could have used 
her prerogative to block the law 
but she is said to be sympathetic, 
believing that a willingness. to 
modernise the sex equality rules 
would be popular with the public. 


Lord Archer, the former 
deputy chairman of the Tory 
Party, will now fix a date for peers 
to debate the Bill. It will provoke a 
wide-ranging discussion about 
the monarchy and the hereditary 
peerage before the election. 


Lord Archer was delighted. “It 
is no more than common sense 
that if the first-born in 70 years 
time is a woman that she should 
be considered equal to a man and 
be allowed to do the job. Queen 
Elizabeth I, Queen Victoria and 
Queen Elizabeth II all rather 
prove my point,” he said. 


The Bill would almost cer- 
tainly not have any practical effect 
on the family for several decades. 


The Prince of Wales, as eldest 
son, is next in line for the throne, 
followed by Prince William, his 
first-born. But if the Bill became 
law, the Princess Royal would 
overtake the Duke of York in the 


succession. 
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Princess Margaret dons the 
tartan for the annual Royal 
Caledonian Society Ball in 
London, while the (right) Princess 
Royal’s daughter, Zara Phillips, 
goes for more appropriate garb 
when she was helping out at the 
Gatcomhe Horse Trials. The 
Queen Mother presents the Irish 
Guards with their shamrocks -— 
and made a new friend in the 
regiment’s mascot, an Irish 
wolfhound. 
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Diana settles 
out of court 
with Palace 
housemaid 


THE SECRETS of Kensington 
Palace remained safe after Diana, 
Princess of Wales reached a last- 
minute settlement with a 
housemaid who claimed that she 
had been wrongfully dismissed. 


The confidential agreement 
spared the Princess from having 
her conduct as an employer 
discussed at an industrial tribunal 
—and from the possibility of being 
called to give evidence. 


The housemaid, Sylvia 
McDermott, 44, said: “It is better 
than winning the lottery.” Her 
case was to have been heard at an 
industrial tribunal in Croydon, 
south London, but was delayed for 
half an hour while the two legal 
teams negotiated. 


When it began, David Pansick, 
QC, for the Princess said “I am 
happy to tell the tribunal that the 
parties have reached agreement 
on this matter. The applicant has 
accepted a sum by way of 
compensation in full and final 
settlement. 


“The parties agree that Miss 
McDermott’s employment came 
to an end when her position as a 
housemaid became redundant.” 


They also agreed, he said that 
the sum should remain 
confidential. and that Miss 
McDermott remained bound by 
the confidentiality agreement in 
her contract of employment. Miss 
McDermott said after the hearing: 
“I am very satisfied. It has been a 
horrible six months, but it is all 
over now. I just want to say that if 
you believe in something fight for 
it—because everyone deserves 
justice.” 


The palace statement said: 
“Diana, Princess of Wales is 
delighted that a:settlement has 
been reached which vindicates the 
position she has adopted all along. 


If the case had gone ahead the 
Princess might have been called 
to give evidence. 
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Prince Charles enjoyed a day of 
polo at a meeting im Cirencester, 
where he was joined by his son 
Prince Harry and his former 
nanny Tiggy Legge-Bourke. The 
inclusion of Tiggy in the 
invitation was sure to have upset 
Prince Harry’s mother, especially 
as Prince William recently 
snubbed her when he invited 
Tiggy to his sports day at Eton. 
However the Royal party seemed 
to have had a successful polo 
outing. Tiggy (right) sharing an 
affectionate joke with her young 
former charge Harry and (inset) 
father and son. (Facing page) 
Prince Charles and Prince Harry 
discussing the polo match. 
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Royals seek an 
expert to cut 
back on travel 
expenses 


THE QUEEN has advertised for a 
travel expert to cut the £9 million 
annual cost of the Royal Family’s 
official trips. The successful 
applicant will be paid £30,000 a 
year to shop around for cheaper 
alternatives to the royal aircraft 
and train. 

But it is unlikely to mean that 
the Queen, Prince Philip and 11 
other royals entitled to free travel 
on official engagements will have 
to lower their standards. 

A precedent was set in 
October 1995 when the Queen 
travelled to New Zealand on a 
scheduled flight. The New 
Zealand government paid an 
estimated £200,000 instead of the 
£600,000 it would have cost to use 
one of the aircraft of the Royal 
Squadron. 

The Queen had first class to 
herself on the 24hour night. The 
normal 16 seats were taken out to 
make way for four armchairs, a 
divan bed and dining table. Her 28 
staff were seated in business class. 

The man spearheading the 
move to reduce travelling costs is 
understood to be the new Royal 
Household comptroller Michael 
Peat, a chartered accountant 
whose role is to show that the 
royals are good value. 

The job of assistant travel 
director was advertised in Travel 
Trade Gazette and Flight Interna- 
tional. Duties involve arranging 
transport using the traditional 
means: the Royal Train — which 
cost £1.9 million last year but 
made only 31 journeys — and the 
Royal Squadron, formerly the 
Queen’s Flight, of ten fixed-wing 
aircraft and four helicopters. 

Insiders said last night that 
the aim is to phase out the train 
and aircraft and let ordinary 
transport take over. 

Royals covered by the 
arrangements include the Duke 
and Duchess of Kent, Princess 
Alexandra and the Duke and 
Duchess of Gloucester. 


Set 2 pene 
Princess Diana arriving at the 
London launch of her dress 
auction. (Top) Raine Spencer, 
Diana’s stepmother, was one of 
the guests at the star-studded 
event and was joined (above) by 
Elizabeth Emanuel, who designed 
the Princess’s wedding dress, 
which is not heimg auctioned! 


22 Gyaly 


King Albert 
joins the fight 
of Belgium’s 
car workers 


THE KING of Belgium, Albert II, 
has become involved in the 
controversy over Renault’s deci- 
sion to shut its Belgian car factory. 
He expressed his “great concern” 
over the move, which will put 
3,100 out of work. 


The king, who rarely speaks 
on such issues, expressed his dis- 
quiet over the sudden closure at 
the start of a long-arranged meet- 
ing with European 
commissioners in Brussels. 


His intervention came as 
Jacques Santer, the European 
Commission president, and Jean- 
Luc Dehaene, the Belgian Prime 
Minister, both condemned the 
way Renault management had 
handled the decision. 


With the Belgian government 
now urging court action against 
the French car maker for breach 
of European Union law on redun- 
dancies, the issue is causing 
heated debate over the need for 
legislation to protect workers. 


The closure of the plant at 
Vilvoorde has caused a wave of 
anti-French feeling in Belgium 
where a_ series of mass 
demonstrations has taken place. 
Renault, 47 per cent of which is 
owned by the French state, has 
also caused controversy in France 
by announcing the loss of 2,700 
jobs. 
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Princess Diana drew gasps from 
onlookers in London in one of her 
most stunning outfits to date. She 
was attending the launch of her 
dress auction at Christie’s. Designed 
by one of her favourites, Catherine 
Walker, the dress was a figure- 
hugging powder blue, low-cut 
cocktail dress. 


FORMER King Constantine 
has lost all his property in 
Greece after a special court 
ruled in June that a 1994 
government order to 
confiscate royal estates was 
constitutional. The law also 
deprived his family of 
citizenship unless 
Constantine renounced his 
title and accepted a 1974 
referendum that abolished 
the monarchy. 
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SALEROOM in New York’s exclusive Park 
Avenue has just seen a dramatic gesture 
which signifies the Princess of Wales’s 

He determination to make her own way, in her 

: own style, after her divorce from Prince 
Charles. Diana’s decision to auction her 
dresses in aid of charity can be seen as part of her 
determination to draw a line firmly under that part 
of her past. She always bridled at the accusation 
that she was nothing more than a “clothes horse” 
— so, for her, the disposal of eighty outfits that 
epitomised the Eighties, the Decade of Diana, 
means more than an innovative way of raising 
unthinkable sums of money for some of her 
favourite charities. It is a very emotional gesture. 


What went under the auctioneer’s hammer was the 


On her latest visit to the United States, 


Diana flew from Washington to New York where ’ wardrobe of a star with myriad 
she renewed her relationship with Mother i parts to play - the fairytale ; 
Theresa, whom she had first met on a state ' Princess in the fairytale marriage; 
visit to India with Prince Charles. Mother the perfect Royal mother; the 
Theresa has been in New York for medical paparazzi dream, the 
treatment for some months. 


ambassadress for the 
British fashion industry 
who bestrode the world 
—~ dressed in the most 
beautiful clothes ever 
made in Britain. 

But that chapter 
of the story is over and 
i finished as far as she is 

concerned. Her 
problem is that the 
world’s media don’t 
see it that way... and 
events in recent 
months only seem to 
— _ have littered her path 
i to a new identity with 
more and more 
obstacles. For 
instance, there was her — 
reported anger over a 
series of articles in a 
British magazine by her 
mother, Mrs Francis Shand- 
Kydd. The frankness of her 
mother’s comments was said to 
have come to Diana as a 
“complete shock” and it was even 
suggested that, at one stage, she 
was considering legal action to 
“protect other members of her 
family. In the end, Diana cancelled 
exclusive arrangements with Hello! 
magazine and banned its 
representatives from attending two 


charity appearances she was due to 
make. 


The Princess was said to be 
appalled and bewildered” at the 
torrent of private details about her 
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more,” she said. Silence was the best policy 
because of the loss of dignity and the descent 
into gossip that follows the apportionment of 


childhood, her bulimia and her marriage. Mrs 
‘Shand-Kydd criticised both Charles and Diana 
for their notorious TV “confessions” and the 


articles inevitably renewed the speculation blame. 
about the often turbulent relationship between 
the Princess and her twice-divorced mother. 
“| felt strongly that they were going to 
have to live with those interviews and knew, 
somehow, they were only going to hurt even 


“When you hear people discussing 
marriage and saying it was never right,” she 
declared, “that is profoundly sad. Of course it 
was right — two people believed in it and, 
therefore, it was right.” Mrs Shand-Kydd also 
revealed that she 
keeps in touch with 
Prince Charles. “Of 
course we 
communicate. . . he 
was my son-in-law for 
fourteen years and he 
will always be the 
father of two of my 
grandchildren.” 


D IF ALL THAT 
wasn’t enough for 
Diana, there was the 
small matter of 
Parents’ Day at Eton. 
Both Charles and 
Diana were staggered 
to learn that Prince 
William had invited his former nanny, Tiggy 
Legge-Bourke, to the school’s Parents’ Day -— 
an event he had asked his mother and father 
to stay away from. “Charles and Diana had 
agreed to stay away from Eton — at William’s 
request — to prevent the event turning into 


Sit Mey \ 
During her 
trip to Angola (main f= 
picture) Diana met Some 
of the child victims of the 7 
country’s millions of ! 
landmines (above) and ; 
lends a sympathetic ear § 
(right) to demonstrators 
for the worldwide ban 
when she spoke out — 
again in London. © | 
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another media circus,” a friend of the Princess 
explained. “They wanted to protect William, 
but Tiggy turned it into something they wanted 
to avoid.” 

Ever since she walked into Charles’s life 
four years ago, Tiggy Legge-Bourke has 
seemed to court controversy. Charles adored 
her, the Princes found her delightful, but Diana 
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Cancer F 
ce 
Prince ill 


This navy blue tulle 
dress is by Murray 
Arbeid, over 
embroidered with 
Scintillants and 
diamond stars, The 
silk taffeta evening 
dress, printed with 
_ blue chintz flowers,’ 
Was worn by Diana:iit- 
~ Melbourne during the 
Wales’s tour of 
| Australia in 1988. 
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icould not stand her — especially when some 
newspapers dubbed her as William and Harry’s 
“surrogate mother”. She did little to dismiss 
the label and began referring to the young 
Princes as “my babies”. Diana’s response was 
the icy remark that there would have been an 
outcry if she had 
_. employed a 
“surrogate father”. A 
clash was 
inevitable and it 
came ata 
Christmas party 
for Royal staff in 

¥Y 1995. Remarks 
) that the Princess 
made to Tiggy 
wena resulted in legal 

a Ay action in which the 


nanny demanded 
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a retraction of “false allegations”. The legal 
action was to be dropped, but after the 
Wales’s divorce was finalised last summer, 
Tiggy was increasingly isolated and she was 
taken off the Royal payroll at Easter. 

While all this could have been doing 
little to help Diana retain some level of 
perspective and equilibrium, the earth was 
moving in Britain with the landslide victory for 
the Labour Party in the May election. 


HE NEW MAN IN No.10 Downing Street 
is younger than Prince Charles and his 
government much more sympathetic to 
projects close to the heir-to-the-throne’s heart, 
such as the condition of the country’s young 
unemployed. The Prince’s Trust, Charles’s 
much-praised initiative to help these 
youngsters has just celebrated its 21st 
anniversary and in a TV interview to mark the 
event the Prince added his voice to the 
growing chorus of discontent about the 
country’s educational standards — also close to 
the new Prime Minister's heart as the new 
government has pledged to get tough with 
failing schools and backs a return to traditional 
teaching methods. 

No one doubts that Charles and Tony 
Blair will formulate a working relationship in 
these areas and it is said that the Prince will be 
kept more closely informed about the 
government’s work and wants to put his 
weight behind whatever projects they devise to 
help the young unemployed. 

Charles has already written a long 
personal letter to the Prime Minister, outlining 
the work of the Prince’s Trust and expressing 
the hope that they could enjoy a fruitful 
working relationship. Subsequently, they had a 
working lunch at St James’s Palace. 

The landslide that swept Mr Blair into 
Downing Street has another consequence. His 
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strapless evening 


ang W! 


; ee & J ‘* iis % Hai 
In many ways, life after Charles for Diana often takes on a 
schizophrenic air — she still finds herself under scrutiny 
from an increasingly intrusive media and finds herself hiding 
behind the bushes to make a phone call! Then, in public, as 
dancing here with American TV personality Phil Donahue in 


Chicago, she again becomes the wonder of the world. 


42 year-old wife, Cherie, is an outstandingly 
successful barrister s well as being the mother 
of three children. Whatever empathy there 
certainly is between her husband and Diana’s 
ex-husband, there is no doubt that there is 
plenty of common ground on which both 
women can meet. The process has already 
started as the Princess has invited Mrs Blair to 
lunch at Kensington Palace. 
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and James Callaghan has always been first- 
class and friendly. 

The Queen has invited Mr and Mrs Blair 
to visit her at Balmoral this Summer. This is a 
traditional invitation, but Her Majesty included 
the Blairs’ three children — Euan,13, Nicky, 11, 
and Kathryn, 9, - in the invitation. This was 
politely declined as the Blairs are determined 
to keep their children out of the public 
spotlight. 

In a further twist to the new climate that 
has swept the country since the election and 
which both Charles and Diana must feel, the 
new Prime Minister will invite Princes William 
i and Harry to Chequers, his country home. 
~ When they do, will their parents be there too? 
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y= Diana’s 
£ J ‘\ respect for Cherie herever Diana feels there is common 
. Blair for cause with her passion for charities and worthy 
i successfully causes, that is a task she undertakes with 
g juggling her relish - and success. 
~ career asa The Princess’s trip to the United States 
barrister with her role as a where she spoke in Washington on behalf of 


a 
mother of three is profound. — the International Red Cross is the most recent 
“Diana wants to talk to Cherie evidence of her skill and success in these 
and be understood by her,” a matters. Already a “superstar” to the American 
friend of Diana’s explained. public and media, Diana immediately forged a 
“Diana is a very different sort of close and friendly relationship with Mrs 
woman to Cherie and is going _— Elizabeth Dole, wife of presidential candidate 
to have to try and make their Bob Dole. The two women were campaigning 


relationship work.” for a worldwide ban on landmines, a campaign 
After the frostiness that has obsessed Diana since her visit to war- 
which hung over the Queen’s torn Angola earlier in the year. 
weekly meetings with Margaret That Angolan visit was a lesson to 
‘Thatcher when she was Prime Diana that she has her own minefield to 
-Miinister, the arrival of Mr Blair will | traverse. Her horror at the death and mutilation 
turn her weekly meetings in the millions of landmines scattered throughout 
Buckingham Palace with him into that African country have caused was 
much more enjoyable duties. immersed in a political argument about what 
Paradoxically, the Queen’s was British government policy. The cry of 


relationship with previous Labour “What does she know about it?” rang through 
Prime Ministers Harold Wilson Westminster and the Houses of Parliament. 
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The late French 
President, Francois 
Mitterand, had first sight 
of this Victor Edelstein 
creation when Diana 
wore it for a State 
Dinner in Paris — an 
oyster duchesse satin 
evening dress and 
bolero embroidered 
with sprays of crystal 
carnations. 


But what she knew about it was the 
disgust that is felt by millions of ordinary men 
and women. This was another example of 
Diana’s ability to strike a chord with public 
opinion. Her antennae are the most highly 
developed and sensitive there’s ever been in 
the British Royal Family and we should be 
grateful that they can still be deployed on 
behalf of the House of Windsor. 
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Meanwhile, the bids for the Princess’s 
past were ringing through the Christie’s 
salesrooms on New York’s Park Avenue and 
the amazing sums raised will swell the coffers 
of some of the charities closest to her heart. 
Mrs Meredith Etherington-Smith, Christie’s 
creative marketing director, felt that Diana 
found some of the dresses “quite tough to give 
away. We talked early on and there was one 


dress that hovered in an out of the wardrobe. 
But, in the end, she said, ‘No, it will do more 
good this way’.” 

If it’s possible to analyse a woman’s 
growth from adolescence into full maturity 
through what she wears, the dresses that were 
wheeled in and out of the Park Avenue 
salesrooms can be seen as milestones in the 
Princess’s progress down that road. 


__ The Princess speaking in — 
» Washington on behalf of the 
_ international Red Cross when 
she joined forces with Mrs 
__ Elizabeth Dole (left) in 
repeating the call for a 
_ worldwide ban on landmines. 


Every woman will empathise with what 
she has gone through as she surveyed that 
vast wardrobe — every dress has its own 
resonance, whether it was of the good times or 
the bad times. Diana is determined that, from 
now on, it’ll be good times — and on her own 
terms. GR 
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If the polls are to be believed — even our very 
own canvassing of our readers’ views on the 
subject — the world has turned tts face against 
the liaison between Prince Charles and 
Camilla Parker-Bowles. Nobody has a good 
word to say about either of them, it seems. But 
surely their relationship — which has lasted at 
various levels of intensity for more than two 
decades — cannot be written off so brusquely 
and confined to the dustbin of history before it 
has run tts full course? 

Brenda Ralph Lewis sits the evidence 
Jor the genesis of an affair that many feel 
could still cost Charles his birthright of 
accession to the throne. Just what is it that has 
made their love affair endure for more than 
hwo decades through thick and thin? 


RINCE CHARLES and Camilla Parker- 
Bowles were both 23 when they met at 
Smith’s Lawn, the polo ground outside 
Windsor Castle. They knew the same 
people, moved in the same social circles 
and shared the same values. They were, 
besides, instantly attracted to each other. 
Friends have since talked of “an electric 
magnetism” between them. One used another technological 
metaphor: “It was like watching two steam trains heading towards 
each other at full speed.” 

Despite this evidence of a great love affair in the making, there 
was some surprise that Charles had looked twice at Camilla. She was, 
and is, completely unglamorous. She seemed not to care how she 
looked, right down to the holes in her jeans. She was mannish, with a 
gravelly voice. Friends and others who saw the couple together were 
amazed that, with all the pretty girls who flocked round Charles, then 
the world’s most eligible bachelor, he should have preferred Camilla to 
more obviously attractive fare. 

They did not delve deep enough. Camilla Shand, as she then 
was, had a value which transcended her plainness: warmth, maturity, 
sympathy and an intuitive understanding of what made Charles tick. 
She was, and is, the soulmate he had long sought and badly needed. 

Such a relationship is rare for royals, or anyone else, but 
Charles soon came to realise that he had found this crock of gold at 
the end of the wrong rainbow. However much he loved Camilla — and 
he was soon besotted with her — he knew he had to choose a wife for 
a future king, not just for himself. As he considered Camilla, her 
background, her family and her life so far, Charles concluded, with 
sorrow, that she just would not do. 

In the first place, Camilla — born sixteen months before Charles, 
in 1947 — would not be the virginal bride the heir to the throne was 
supposed to marry. She had had lovers before she met him. She also 
had skeletons in her family cupboard which no royal could afford to 
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discount. There was the suspicion that Sonia, Camilla’s grandmother, 
was not the child of Alice Keppel and her husband, the Hon. George, 
but of Alice and her royal lover King Edward VII, the Prince’s great- 
great grandfather. This lent an even more embarrassing edge to 
Camilla’s opening line to Charles: “My great-grandmother and your 
great-great grandfather were lovers, so how about it?” 

Though Camilla had aristocratic lineage through her mother, 
Rosalind, the daughter of Lord Ashcombe, other lines of descent 
were less salubrious. Also lurking in the background was 
Camilla’s great aunt, the brazenly lesbian Violet Trefusis, and on 
her father’s side, a four times married grandfather. 


UST AS INCONVENIENT was the 
tomboyishness which Camilla had developed at school y 
and never quite shed in adult life. This was where [ 
Camilla diverged completely from her great- 
grandmother. Decorous ladies like Alice Keppel were | 
not made at Dumbrell’s, Ditchling, Sussex, where 
Camilla became a pupil at age four. Discipline there 
was strict as only a regime left over from Victorian ; 
times could make it. There was no heating. 
Baths were cold. In winter, ice formed on 
pitchers of water, and had to be cracked / 
before the girls could wash their hands and 
faces. As one of Camilla’s school friends 
later remarked: “If you could survive 
Dumbrell’s, you could survive 
anything.” 

Camilla did better than 
survive. Unlike Charles, who 
shuddered at the very 
thought of term-time at 
Gordonstoun, a similarly 
harsh establishment, 
Camilla was toughened by 
Dumbrell’s. She learned to 
withstand the cold; not to 
quail at the grisly sight of 
the bat stuck on the wall, 
wings outstretched, in the 
entrance hall; not to be 
browbeaten by dragon 
teachers who thought girls 


; 


did not know how to behave, think, spell or learn and acted 
accordingly. Many spirits were broken at Dumbrell ‘s, but not 
Camilla’s. 

Instead, she became gutsy and resilient, with a sportive 
approach encouraged by her horse-centred family life. Fox hunting 
and other pursuits of the horsey set typified the school holidays she 
spent at her parents’ Plumpton home. At age nine, 
Camilla was already being groomed to ride with 
the Southdown Hunt, to which her father, Bruce, 

belonged. 
Camilla was sent to her next school, in 
Kensington, London, ostensibly to learn 
high society manners and become a lady. 
Instead, she excelled at fencing, shooting 
and boy-chasing. She was, ina word, a 
tearaway. 

Nevertheless, at 17, Camilla duly 
Apt “came out” as a debutante and went on 
the marriage-making circuit known as 

“The Season”. She was not, however, 
\ one of those pretty, vapid types 
| whose only thought was to be the 
first to nail a mate. Camilla was 
amusing, independent, very self- 
confident, sexy and somewhat 
\ formidable. 

\ She soon lost her virginity to 

a rich “debs’ delight”, as the most 

eligible young men were known, 
but she avoided the race to get 
married. Instead, Camilla fooled 
} around, ditching several 
1 boyfriends on the way before 
4 Andrew Parker-Bowles came 
» within her sights in 1966. 

Eight years older than 
Camilla, Parker-Bowles was 
) | § Pamazingly handsome, an officer 
Gy inthe Royal Horse Guards and 
impeccably connected to some of 
Britain’s greatest titled families. The 
Dukes of Marlborough and Earls of 
Strathmore were among them. The 
Strathmore connection made 
Parker-Bowles a distant relative of 
the Queen Mother, the daughter 
of the 14th Earl. 
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Camilla (facing page) was never equipped to be 
the fashion icon that Diana became. Her more 
natural metier was the country house and all that 
goes with it. On these less formal occasions, 
those close to Prince Charles could understand 
why she had a special place in his life. 


Camilla and Andrew soon became lovers, but though 
she wanted to marry him, he proved difficult to net. He had 
a whole string of loves apart from Camilla, including titled 
beauties, some of them married — and Princess Anne, no 
less. 

At this time, Parker-Bowles was often out of England on military 
duties in Germany and Camilla, who had no interest in anyone else, 


returned to her old sporty ways: she took up spectating at polo 
matches. This, of Course, is how she encountered Prince Charles, a 
young man as different from her as it was possible to be. Where 
Camilla was jaunty and self-assured, Charles was gentle, melancholic 
and self-doubting. Where she had come out fighting from Dumbrell’s, 
he still carried around his neck the albatross of pain at his loveless 
home life and brutal schooldays. 

Charles’ strictly all-male upbringing had made him awkward 
with women, though he soon realised that he need not impress 
Camilla with the suave front he affected for other girlfriends. He could 
be himself, diffidence and all, and she still loved him. Their initial 
affair, however, waS doomed to be brief. Apart from her other 
disadvantages, Camilla’s involvement with Andrew Parker-Bowles 
made her “damaged goods” in the royal marriage stakes. Charles 
knew, probably from the start, that he would have to look elsewhere. 


AMILLA SOLVED the problem for him. In 
1973, she claimed the prize she had pursued for seven years and at 
long last married Andrew Parker-Bowles. Several members of the 
Royal Family, including the Queen Mother and Princess Anne, were 
present at the ceremony. Charles was not there. He was away in the 
West Indies on naval duties. Charles was absent at sea again when 
Camilla conceived the son born in 1974, seventeen months after the 
wedding. This did not prevent gossip that Charles, not Andrew Parker- 
Bowles, was the infant's father. The Prince became godfather to 
young Thomas Henry Charles, but the inclusion of the royal name 
fanned the rumours even further. 

It soon became evident that, despite her marriage, Camilla’s life 
was still closely linked to Charles’. He took up with other girlfriends, 
had affairs with some and even proposed to others. None, however, 
passed muster as a future Queen consort and they, for their part, may 
have sensed there was someone in the way. It was, of course, 
Camilla. Charles telephoned her several times a week and during 
these conversations, she became a kind of mother-confessor to the 
troubled Prince. Because he trusted Camilla absolutely, Charles 
revealed to her his woes, his disappointments and his frustration at 
his failure to find a Suitable wife. 

Before long, Charles was visiting Camilla regularly. Sometimes 
her husband was there, sometimes he was not. Parker-Bowles, busy 
building his military Career, seemed not to mind either way. The 
Prince appeared to draw strength from simply being near Camilla, and 
would often hang around the kitchen while she was cooking meals. 

Precisely when Charles realised that Camilla was the only 


woman he had ever loved, or could love, is unclear. What is certain is 
that their affair soon ignited once again and so did the gossip that 
came with it. Despite the irregularity of what he was doing, these were 
golden days for Charles. For the first time in his life, he was sharing 
his interests with a woman who appreciated them - interests in 
horses, architecture, watercolour painting and art. Unlike his more 
airhead girlfriends, Camilla did not go blank or try to tease him into 
more trivial talk. With her, Charles could speak without reserve about 
his spiritual concerns or his fascination with history. King Edward VII 
may not have been as intellectual as his great-great grandson, but 
Camilla was repeating with Charles the history which had made Alice 
Keppel so desirable as mistress, companion, confidante and friend. 

Even so, Charles and Camilla knew where the limits were. They 
might kiss openly and passionately on the dance floor, as they did at 
the 1979 Cirencester Polo Ball, but the Prince, now over thirty, still 
had to find a wife. It may seem bizarre, but Camilla acted as his 
adviser and was instrumental in giving Lady Diana Spencer the go- 
ahead in 1980. Camilla vetted Diana for Charles, but Diana, though 
very young and outwardly innocent, quickly recognised his 
relationship with his mistress for what it was. 
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Unfortunately, Camilla was not so astute this time. She 
presumed that the guileless 19 year-old would turn out to be another 
Queen Alexandra, perfectly content to stand by and maintain a 
dignified royal front while she and Charles got on with their affair. 
Camilla even nicknamed Diana “the mouse”, so sure was she that the 
future Princess of Wales would prove complaisant, as Andrew 
Parker-Bowles was. 

It was a monumental mistake. Behind the “shy Di” image 
created by the press which hyped up sympathy for a little girl lost in 
the magnificence of monarchy, a bomb was ticking away preparing to 
blow apart Camilla’s assumptions. Diana was no mouse. She was a 
tigress resolved to fight for her marital rights. 


N PRINCIPLE, DIANA was justified, but her strategy 
was all wrong. Instead of charming Charles with a real alternative to 
her rival’s womanly approach, Diana turned termagant. She staged 
tantrums, and suicide bids. She deliberately stole Charles’ limelight in 
public. She manipulated the press. In doing all this, she breached 
every rule of proper royal behaviour. Diana’s now notorious television 
interview of November 1995, in which she shredded Charles’ 
reputation and cast doubts on his fitness to be king, was seen among 
royals as barefaced betrayal, and proof that she did not care if she 
damaged the monarchy as long as she got what she wanted. 


Diana’s battle was, however, always a 
losing one. Charles needed Camilla like he 
needed air and Diana — too young, too 
temperamental, too self-absorbed — was quite 
unable to compete. She also missed a chance 
she was going to get only once. 

Charles and Camilla had agreed before his 
wedding in 1981 that they would cool their 
relationship for the sake of his marriage. 
Apparently, they enjoyed a last love-making 
session at Buckingham Palace the night before 
the ceremony and then bade each other what 
they thought was a last goodbye. Their farewell 
was never total enough for Diana, but she 
pushed Charles so hard that she drove him 
even deeper into Camilla’s arms. Charles, 
convinced that Diana was “absolutely mad”, 
needed Camilla’s solace more than ever before. 

Ultimately, Diana had to leave the 
battlefield. Technically, with her divorce, Charles 
and Camilla had won. The victory was, however, extremely expensive. 
Andrew Parker-Bowles had already lost patience, divorced his wife 
and soon re-married. Camilla was publicly reviled. She received hate 
mail. Charles was vilified. Respect for the Royal Family plummeted 
and their privileged position and ancestral right to head the nation 
were openly questioned. 

The only constant in this furore of disaster was Charles’ 
devotion to Camilla. Despite the flak, the scandal, the shock 
revelations and the insults, he had only one message: he would never 
give her up. 

Charles has said he has no plans to take a second wife, and 
most probably he never will. Certainly he cannot marry Camilla, who 
is even more unacceptable now than she was when she first met him. 
Perhaps, though, this is no bad thing. As Alice Keppel proved with 
Edward VII, a royal mistress can be more effective than a wife in 
providing the comfort a prince or king needs as a man. A mistress, 
inevitably a background character, has no public role to play. There 
are no engagements for her to perform and no responsibilities to 
function as a member of the Royal Family. Above all, there need not 
be any press exposure. Instead, she can concentrate entirely on the 
personal relationship and Charles, who has not otherwise had much 
luck in that department, both needs and values that. 

Nearly a century ago, Queen Alexandra realised that Alice Keppel 
was good for her husband in ways she could not herself accomplish. 
Maybe one day, when the dust of controversy has settled, public 
opinion — at present still outraged at the failed marriage and still firmly 
behind Diana — will come round to the same way of thinking. QR 
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oyalty was one of the first 
publications to begin 
chronicling the changing 
events in Russia. I saw the 
Grand Duchess Léonide, 
then the wife of the 
claimant to the Romanov throne, 
occasionally at social events, but she 
was always surrounded by people 
whose role was to protect her from 
the huge interest which was rising 
after the Soviet Union began to open 
up. I wanted to talk to her very 


personally, to be alone with her; 
without anybody between - but she 
has always avoided journalists. 
H You could get close to her but 
when you asked for an interview you 
were always rejected. In giving this 
interview to Royalty she hopes the 
readers will understand what she 
desires and the devotion she and her 
late husband bad for their country. 
Wi The Grand Duchess now lives in 
the French capital in an apartment 
in a typical Parisian building. The 
flat has a large salon, suitable for 
entertaining, and decorated with 
many family photos and mementoes 
of the old tsarist Russta — it’s obvious 
that Russia was always close to her 
heart. 
Mi There are many photos of her 
husband, the Grand Duke Vladimi: 
After they met, they worked very 
closely together; as she says “Letters 
. were never written, We never spent a 
day apart from each other”. 
Bi She avoids putting herself in the 
events when she speaks. Grand 
Duchess Léonide belongs to the 
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The Grand Duchess Léonide, widow of Grand Duke Vladimir 
Romanov, the claimant to the throne of the Russian Tsars and 
grandmother of the current claimant Grand Duke Georgi, talks 
exclusively to Mira Polak (left) about her hopes for her 
country’s future and the chances of a restoration of the 
Romanov dynasty. 
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Bagration family which produced Georgian tsars. 
Her grandfather, Alexander Iraklievitch Bagration- 
Mubkransky, was in the court of Nikolai Il, the last 
Romanov tsar who was murdered along with bis 
entire family by the Bolsheviks in 1918. Her 
grandmother was Russian, the daughter of 
Admiral Golovachev. 

BB Her father lived in Georgia and finished officer 
cadet training in Tiflis tn 1905. He had an accident 
and lost his hearing arcd for a long time he lived in 
the countryside. The Grand Duchess’s mother was 
Duchess Eristova, daughter of Count Lotinsky. 
After the revolution, the family left for Germany, 
but after three years — with help fiom the great 
Russian writer, Maxirm Gorky — they returned to 
Russia. They were given two rooms in their old 
house and had to work hard to earn their food 
Coupons. 

i léonide and her sisters attended a normal 
Russian school where they were laughed at for 
their aristocratic heritage. Léonide’s brother left 
Jor France and later Léonide also left — again with 
assistance fiom Gorky — for Nice to stay with her 
grandmother and, later went to Paris. 

There she met and matrried a much older 
American, Moore Kirby, who later 

was to die in a concerztration camp. , 

In 1948, she married the Grand Duke \ 

Vladimir whom she had first met in 

France, met again 172 Madrid and 

finally married at a_ modest 

ceremony in Switzerland; then they 
honeymooned in Majorca. 

Bi The moment she begins to speak of 

the Grand Duke her eyes fill with tears. 

She explains that she still becomes very 
emotional talking about him and their 
relationship. She talked about their early 

years together: “We lived in Spain, made 

new friends. There was no Soviet 

embassy there, and Franco and his wife 

did offer us their help. We went fishing 

with them and attended their daughter's 
wedding. Vladimir was also related to the 
Spanish King. Very soo72 after our wedding 

they arrested my sister Maria, an artist, in 
Leningrad. She was sere£ into exile in Siberia 

and was freed only after Stalin's death in 
1953. It took her near£y a year to travel back 

to Georgia, where she found a job in a library, 

We didn't know anything about her for nine 
years. When she was. freed she began 
corresponding with us. She visited us during the 
Kruschev era and she Lived and died in 1992 at 
our house in Tiblisi, Georgia”. 
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M@ Grand Duke Kirill Viladimirovitch, 
Vladimir‘s father, how did he leave Russia? 
Government? 

Yes, a special permit was 
4 Provisional Government, 

after my husband’s father had 
and Marine. Grand Duke Kirill and his 
wife Victoria Melita, arrived in Borgo in 
there they went to Haiko, to the estate of 
Vladimir Etter. After a fortnight at 


Did he have permission from the 

given from the then 
apply to Kerensky, then Minister of War 
the beginning of June 1917 and from 
Haiko they moved back to 


The Grand 
Duchess Maria 
with her son, the 
claimant to the 
Romanov throne. 


Borgo where my husband was born on 
August 30, 1917. His christening took 
place at Haiko where his parents 
decided to stay as they thought it might 
be safer. 
By January and February 1918 the 
civil war was raging. Grand Duke Kirill 
received offers from France and Sweden 
for refuge, but he refused as he siill 
believed that the Bolsheviks would fall at 
any time. In the autumn of 1919 they 
went back to Borgo and life reached a 
kind of normality. When the Great War 
came to an end the family went to Zurich 
to meet my _ husband’s maternal 
grandmother, the Grand Duchess 
Marie Alexandrovna, Duchess of 
Edinburgh. Later they settled in 
France, in St. Briac. 


@ What do you think about 
your life at this moment - 
that is, at a very emotional 
and complicated period? 
My mind goes 
back to the time when 
we returned to Russia 
with the help of Maxim 
Gorky, the famous 
Russian writer and 
when we left - again 
with the help of Gorky 
- to go to France 
where we went to 
stay with my 
grandmother, in Nice; 
she lived there after 
her husband Count 
Lotinski, a General, 
had been shot. 


@ Do you think that 
changes in Russia are now 
possible? 

Yes, | think’ so 
because between _ the 
history of Russia and our 
religion there is always 
been a bond. After the 
war with Japan in 1905, 
Russia was incapable of - 
and not prepared for - 
sustaining another war. 
The social and 
economical _ situation 


Grieving daughter and grandson say their last 
farewells to Grand Duke Viadimir at his funeral in 
St Petersburg in April 1992. (Top) The last time 
Viadimir was photographed with wife Léonide at 
their home in St Briac. (Top right) Viadimir with 
the leader of the Russian Orthodox Church, 
Patriarch Alexander, in Moscow in 1991. 


was improving and they were not aiming 
to expand and to develop too quickly. 
Then came Trotsky and Lenin and life 
became terrible. Most of my family and 
friends were killed. Our cause is not only 
for the country’ but is linked to the 
religious movement that exists — and has 


always existed — in Russia. In 
Russia we respect all the 
different religions but the 
most predominant is 
Orthodox Christianity. 


@ it is very interesting 
that Russian culture is part of 
and so much alive in France, as 
much as French culture was 
part of Russia. 

You must remember 
that Catherine the Great did 
so much for French culture 
and invited so many French 
artists, writers and painters to 
Russia and, therefore, there is 
always been a strong link 
between French and Russian 
culture. 


@ What was your life 
when you were in America? 

No, | never lived there, 
Vera Konstantinova lives in 
America, she is a member of 
the Russian Royal family, she 
is not married and she is very 
ill now. | lived in Spain during 
the Second World War. 


Hf What do you remember of the time 
you were a little girl? 

| can say that life was not easy, we 
had many visits from the police. My 
father was under surveillance, my 
grandfather was killed. Most of my 
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relatives were killed. Maxim Gorky and 
the famous opera singer Schaliapin 
travelled a lot Outside Russia and they 
were constantly in touch with us and so 
we knew a bit of the outside world. 

It is not possible to forget - it was a 
tragedy. The past is the past, but the 
dramatic events which took place 
cannot be forgotten. But | think that our 
duty is to be constructive and do 
whatever we can for Russia. | am 
absolutely dedicated to the cause of the 
Russian people. | have been everywhere 
in Russia, | have been there thirty times. 
And, this year, at the revival of a 
traditional ceremony which was 
attended by the Tsars in the Romanov 
period, who did they invite? Me, as the 
grandmother of the heir to the throne of 
Russia. 


@ Was your marriage considered in 
the family a great love match? 
| think so. The Grand Duke was my 


life. Even now that’s gone, | still feel | am 
not always alone; | have a lot to do, to 
continue my husband's work, | have my 
daughter and my grandchild to think 
about. 


@ You were married to an American, 
much older than you, Moore Kirby. It must 
have been difficult, because you did not 
have in common with him what you had 
with the Grand Duke Viadimir - your 
Russian identity, your work together. 
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Of course with Vladimir it was 
different - we were two people with one 
soul. | feel strongly | am a Georgian. My 
grandmother was Russian, my 
grandfather was Georgian. | have both in 
me and my religion is Orthodox. Yes, in 
my first marriage 
there was always a 
large gap, it was 
difficult - my 
culture, my religion 
were completely 
different. American 
culture is very 
foreign to me. 


@ The Grand 
Duke was very 
much an_ introvert, 
he suffered a lot. 

He was very 
reserved but he 
was a very 
sensitive man, 


very emotional. He was educated in 
Finland, by a great Russian professor. 
He was Russian from the very first day 
he was born. His parents were and lived 
as Russians and he felt that the purpose 
of his life was to help his country and see 
Russia again. 


H How did your husband manage to 
reach Spain when War World Il broke out? 

When the war started my husband 
was in Germany with his sister, a 


r fen aie ct 


Prussian Princess. He was asked to 
leave by the German Government. The 
journey he undertook went all wrong. He 
wanted to go through Liechtenstein and 
France to Spain where his aunt, his 
mother’s sister, the Infanta Beatrice, 
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was. Liechtenstein did not allow him 
through — they said he should ask 
permission from Switzerland and the 
Swiss said he would require permission 
from the English. | think he was saved 
because the hotel where he was staying 
with his secretary, was occupied by 
French officers of Russian origin - they 
were part of the Foreign Legion. He was 
in their custody for a period until the 
Spanish Government requested and 
obtained permission for my husband to 


go there. 

@ Now, as the Grand Duchess, you 
have great responsibilities, many duties 
and your role is very important in the eyes 
of the world. 

Yes, | do feel that we have a duty to 


Family groups spanning three generations. 
The ten year-old Georgi with his grandfather, 
Grand Duke Vladimir in Paris. 


(Facing page) Léonide with daughter Maria 
and grandson Georgi at St Briac in the 
summer of 1985. (Left) Viadimir and Léonide 
visit his sister Kyra and her husband Prince 
Ferdinand of Prussia — grandson of Kaiser 
Wilhelm — and their three children. 


my country and the more | see and the 
more | hear, | feel there is so much to be 
done. My heart is always in Russia - | 
turn my head and my soul towards 
Russia. They need me, they need us - 
from the very poor to the well-off, it’s 


irrelevant which class they belong to. 

@ For Slavs, it is very difficult to forget 
their country and integrate into a foreign 
culture. 

| cannot say. | have got used to life 
here because these adopted countries, 
France and Spain, have been very good 
to us - but home is always home. 

After the marriage to the Grand 
Duke we travelled extensively together, 
we were never separated. We were 
married for 44 years and we worked very 


closely together, we never wrote to each 
other — there was no need for it, we 
never spent a day apart from each other. 


i What do you remember of the first 
time you went back? What were your 
emotions when the aeroplane 
touched down, your shock, your 
happiness? 

No, | was never 
shocked — | just felt a great 
joy, like taking a great breath 
of fresh air, just seeing my 
husband’s happiness when 
he stepped on the soil of his 
beloved country. When we 
reached St. Petersburg the 
number of people gathering 
the route to the Cathedral 
was unbelievable. Yes, it was 
a very emotional time. 

Vladimir had worked 
sixty five years for this and he 
was So well received and we - 
had all the souvenirs that they 
were given to us. The Grand 
Duke had never been to 
Russia before. | will never 
forget the kindness of the 
Major of Leningrad, who had 
invited us. A short while after 
this invitation another from 
Mr Gorbachev and Mr Yeltsin 
arrived. When we left Russia 
and were boarding the 
aeroplane at the end of the - 
visit, the Grand Duke turned 
and crossed himself and said 
to me: “When | die, please 
take me back here and bury 
me next to my ancestors”. | 
did manage to fulfil his 
wishes and he is buried in the 
family chapel of Saints Peter and Paul 
Cathedral in St Petersburg. He is lying 
next to his grandfather Vladimir 
Alexandrovitch, the younger brother of 
Tsar Alexander Ill. All the Tsars, apart 
from Nikolai Il, are buried there. 


i Scattered all over the world there 
are so many Romanovs .. . 

No, incorrect. | have to interrupt 
you there . . . there are only four - Vera 
Konstantinova of Russia, who is in 
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America, my husband, who is dead, my 
daughter, Grand Duchess Maria 
Vladimirovna; and my grandchild Georgi. 
His father is a German Prince, 
Francois-Guillame of Prussia; he is 
German but has become Orthodox and 
he has received the title of Grand Duke 
Mikhail Pavlovitch, after marrying my 
daughter, the Grand Duchess 
Maria. 


@ Of course, you are fully 
aware of the feeling of the other 
Romanovs. There is a dispute 
going on about who is the 
rightful heir to the Russian 
throne. Why do you think is now 
possible for you to have a role in 
Russian life? 

In Russia, there is no 
doubt, who is the Heir to the 
Russian Throne. The first time 
that the Russian President 
came here the very first thing 
he asked for was for my 
grandson Georgi to be 
brought to the Russian 
Embassy to meet him. 
Unhappily there are people 
who are splitting the family. 
These ladies who enter into a 
morganatic marriage with the 
Romanovs want to have the 


title of “Princess Serenissima” and 


acquire Romanov family property. The 
title “Princess Romanov” does not exist 
and therefore they do not have the right 
to bear this title. They are simply 
Romanovs. This is not what the Russian 
people want. To be superior to whom? 
We all end in the cemetery. We are 
created equal. No, this would not be 
good for Russia. My husband asked to 
work together with the other Romanovs. 
They refused. 


@ The Russian situation is under such 
intense scrutiny from the outside world, but 
the issue of the Romanovs has become 
more a social than an historical issue. When 
are the Romanovs going to change this 
situation and brimg hack its historical 
importance? Let bygones be bygones; 
there has been a tragedy but | think our 
duty is to pursue Our purpose as much 


as we can. There is a lot to be done. 
Who speaks against me? Nikolai. 
Yes, and Dimitri. The truth is that if there 
were no more descendants after my 
daughter and my grandson, the line. of 
succession would go to my husband’s 
sister, the Princess of Prussia. They have 
spoken out about Maria’s marriage. The 
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father of my grandson has become a 
Russian, he has become a Grand Duke 
and he has embraced the Orthodox 
religion. 

Maria Feodorovna, the mother of 
the last Tsar, who lived in her native 
Denmark after leaving Russia, never 
wanted to admit to herself that her son 
and his family had been 
killed. She said to my 
husband’s father - Kirill 
Viadimirovitch - “Please wait 
to make your declaration as 
the heir to the throne, | know 
you have the right to do so, 
but | do not believe that my 
son is dead”. But the 
Romanovs say that she never 
wanted to recognise him as 
the heir. This is untrue. 
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mi Has your daughter, 
Grand Duchess Maria, the same 
strong feelings as you have? 

You see, Grand Duke 
Vladimir’s parents raised him 
and their other children in a 
gentle Russian way and my 
husband and | have done the 
same. My daughter is raising 
her son in the Russian way. 

My grandson is lovely 
and he has a great sense of 


hurnoun One day while attending a 


school in France, a child came up to him 
and said: “My father told me that | 
should be nice to you because one day 
you may be the President of France”. 
Georgi answered : “Of the French state 
never - but a Tsar of Russia, maybe”. He 
was only eight when he said that and 
now is fifteen. 


Hi Do you see a strong possibility that 
the Monarchy will be restored in Russia? 

Yes | think so. The time we went 
back, the monarchy had 15% of popular 
support - now it’s 65%. 


@ Have the Russian archives been 
preserved throughout the communist 
period? 

Yes, they have been very well 
preserved and it means that the 
custodian, in spite of being communist 


\ 


A kiss on the hand from the young Viadimir for his mother, Grand 
Duchess Victoria Melita — St Briac 1927. (Top left) Léonide with her 
parents and brother and sisters in Georgia in 1922. (Top right) The 
Grand Duke Kirill, Viadimir’s father, who was a cousin of the last 
Romanov Tsar, Nicholas Il. (Left) Old-fashioned gallantry as Viadimir 
and sister Kyra don period costume at their St Briac home. 
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knew that one day these 
archives would be used and 
they would be regarded as an 
historical treasure to the 
country. There is a quite 
amusing story that we have 
just learned - when the 
Germans occupied France all 
the archive documents on 
our family were taken to 
Germany. When the Russians 
occupied Germany, they took 
all these documents back to 
Russia. Now they have sent 
me these documenis exactly 
as they took them out of 
Germany. 


Oo Some Russian 
immigrants might think that 
you were too quick to 
collaborate with the Russian 
Government. 

Please remember that 
when we went to Russia 
communism was. finished. 
We went to St Petersburg 
after the name was changed 
from Leningrad to St 
Petersburg. 


i What do you think is the 
feeling of the Russian 
immigrants, their children and 
now their grandchildren 
towards Russia? 

The first generation of 
Russian who arrived here 
lived out of their suitcases. 
They thought they would be 
back very soon; the second 
generation knevv that they 
would never go back. So they 
dropped their Own culture 
and tried to integrate with 
their parents’ adopted 
countries. Their children do 
not speak Russian. 

This third generation 
want to go back if they can nat their 
property back. | think this is wrong. | do 
not think we should ask for anything 
back. This property - beautiful palaces - 
are already museums and are the riches 
of Russia. They belong to all the Russian 
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Around of anit for Vladimir at St Briac ial 
(top) a visit from sister Grand Duchess 
Kyra and her brother-in-law Prince Karl of 
Leningen. 


. people. 


We should give help and not 
request property back. | never asked for 
anything but they gave me one house 
near Moscow. | have that house, but | 
never asked for it. It is not a palace, but 
an ordinary house. The President of 
Russia put it at my disposal. 

When | was touring with Grand 
Duke Vladimir | saw the house of his 
grandparents, a big palace. My husband 
was very touched by the thought that his 
mother lived there. It is magnificent, 
beautifully preserved. We never asked to 
have it back. It belongs to the Russian 
people. 


H@ What do you think about Anna 
Anderson and her claim to be Anastasia? 

In Germany and in America they 
had two different opinions. Now with the 
DNA testing it has been proved that she 
was not Anastasia. Her sister, the Polish 
woman, admits that Anna Anderson was 
not Anastasia. She was encouraged to 
believe she was Anastasia because the 
last Tsar had a lot of money in England, 
but that money was brought back to 
Russia during the war to help to pay for 
it. Very little money was left in Europe for 
commercial use. All the capital was lost 
in Russia paying for that great war, 
because Nikolai Il was a great patriot. 
But Anna Anderson was put up to 
believe she was Anastasia because they 


believed the Tsar’s money 
was still in Europe. 

@ What do you think of 
the new rich of Russia, 
buying boats and property in 
Cannes, Nice and all over the 
world? Where does the 
money come from? 

Well, they are the 
nouveau riche, the money 
comes from oil and Mafia 
activities. They are very 
rich, but it is not good 
money. The longer | live, 
the more | see _ this 
happening. It is very sad. | 
have Russians phoning 
me from Czechoslovakia 
telling me that they have a 
lot of money and could | 
help them to leave Russia? 
| tell them that | will not 
help them. They are the 
future of Russia - | tell them 
they must stay there, suffer 
like we did. If the best 
people, the good minds 
leave, what will happen to 
the country? 

We do not think 
about ourselves, we think 
about the future of Russia. 
We think about our family 
and the millions who were 
killed . . . do they think 
about it? Never. Millions 
were killed. Thirty million 
for sure. All the world 
knows 
about it. 


The Grand Duke, Léonide and daughter Maria in Madrid. ; 


We do not think about ourselves, 
we think about the future of 
Russia. We think about our family 
and the millions who were killed .. 
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PART ONE OF A MAJOR NEW SERIES 


21ST CENTURY 
approaches, and 
Europe’s Royal Houses 
find themselves in a 
mixed state of readiness 
for the millennium. 
Paradoxically, the longest established — Britain’s House 
of Windsor — is under greater pressure than its Royal 
equivalents in Norway, Sweden, Denmark, the 
Netherlands, Belgium and Spain. 

For Queen Elizabeth II, who will be 71 this year 


and is the longest reigning of Europe’s seven monarchs, 
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the view from Buckingham Palace might be grander, but 
it is certainly a lot grimmer. Elizabeth described 1992 as 
her “annus horribilis” after the separation of her two 
eldest sons, Princes Charles and Andrew, from their 
wives. Her description of 1996, which saw the Princes 
divorced from the former Lady Diana Spencer and Sarah 
Ferguson, has yet to be ascertained. 

Her youngest son, Prince Edward, is unmarried but 
has a well-publicised relationship with a working PR 
lady, Sophie Rhys Jones. But the divorces of the Prince 
and Princess of Wales and the Duke and Duchess of 
York, when added to that of her daughter, Anne, the 


eldest children have failed in 
matriage. Cynics may point out that 
this gives them much in common 
with their British subjects and the 
way they live now. 

Yet the British monarchy, once 
the most secure in Europe, is 
staggering under the accumulated 
weight of five years of scandal, 
rumour and public disaffection. 

Alone of the seven European 
monarchies, the House of Windsor is 
being asked to justify its existence at 
the end of the second millennium. 


The main factor in __ this 
disillusionment was the 
circumstances surrounding the 


separation and the eventual divorce 
of Prince Charles and Diana. 
Conducted with much 
acrimony and often blatant media 
manipulation by both parties, an 
added ingredient which cost the 
Prince much public respect and 
affection was his lengthy affair with 
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Princess Royal, means that her three 


A thoughtful Prince Philip 
listens as his wife, Queen 
Elizabeth, addresses and 
international gathering. 
The failure of his sons’ 
marriages in the last few 
years has given the Duke of 
Edinburgh and the Queen 
ample food for thought 
about their future. 


the former Mrs Camilla Parker 
Bowles. Their relationship goes 
back way before the appearance of 
the 19 year-old Lady Diana Spencer 
in 1981 as a marital prospect for the 
Prince. 

Polls conducted by all the 
British tabloids stated unequivocally 
that the prospect of the divorced 
heir-to-the-throne contemplating 
re-marriage to the now also divorced 
Mrs Parker Bowles was one that the 
British man/woman in the street 
abhorred. There were even 
indications that the British Prime 
Minister, John Major, had had 
words with the Prince as 
to the wisdom of a 
planned 
media 
campaign to | 
“soften up” te 
his future ad 
subjects. The 
British also 
discovered = 
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popular with her future 
subjects — the entire 
Royal Family (seem here 
attending the gala last 
year to celebrate King 
Carl Gustaf’s 50th 
birthday) enjoy immense 6 
respect and admiration \ 
that used to be the lot of 
the British Royal Family 
until the traumas of the 
break-up of the marriages of 
the Prince of Wales and the 
Duke of York. 


the existence of a Royal 
“think tank” made up of 
the Queen, Prince Philip 
and Prince Charles and 
senior members of the 
Royal Household. Their 
task, it appears, is to 
consider what 
adjustments or 
changes are needed 
to get the monarchy 
fit for the 21st 
century. 
Among the 
' matters they have 
been discussing are 
the 300 year-old law 
that forbids the 
i » monarch to marry a 
Roman Catholic, 
the rights of females 
in the line of 
succession and the 
Crown’s relationship 
with the Church of 
England. These deliberations 
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haven't come too soon. 

Public opinion, as expressed in 
a variety of newspaper polls, showed 
growing disenchantment with 
Prince Charles as a future King and 
a growing proportion expressing the 
feeling that Charles should stand 
down from the line of succession and 
that, on the death of his mother, the 
Crown should pass to his eldest son, 
Prince William, still a teenage 
schoolboy at the prestigious Eton 
public school. 

Despite recent changes in 
the status of Britain’s Royals — 
such as Queen Elizabeth 
choosing to pay income tax, to 
fund the repairs to Windsor 
Castle after the fire, to 
occasionally travel in an 
ordinary railway carriage, 
to give up sole use of the 
Royal yacht Britannia, 
and the whittling 
down of the Civil List 
— there are still few 
indications that the 
House of Windsor is 
learning the lessons 
their European cousins 
could teach them. 

The experience of the 
continental monarchies shows that 
family disaster — such as those 
recently undergone by the British — 
may be inevitable, but need not be 
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fatal. Whatever public 
opinion says, (Queen 
Elizabeth II will reign until 
she dies; abdication, often 
advocated by sections of the 
press, is not on her agenda 
because the ghosts of the 
1936 Abdication Crisis 
when her uncle Edward 
VIII gave up the Crown to 
marry the twice-divorced 
American Wallis Simpson and 
become the Duke and Duchess of 
Windsor, still walk the corridors of 
Buckingham Palace and Windsor 
Castle for those British Royals old 
enough to remember. Elizabeth 
herself was ten years old when her 
untrained father was catapulted onto 
the throne. 
Charles will reign as Charles 
III, whatever the public disaffection 
when the time comes; his son 
William will succeed him, 


probably to great acclaim and relief 
from the British people. But the 
current heir-to-the-throne faces an 
uphill struggle to rebuild and restore 
his reputation with his future 
subjects. 

The signs are that he is aware of 
the task before him, but to recover 
from the scars that have been 
inflicted both on himself and the 
House of Windsor since 1992 is the 
only cure that will earn again respect 
for the institution in Britain. 


CONTRAST, 
politicians in the other 
six European 


monarchies consider it unthinkable 
to challenge their kings and queens. 
These monarchies have evolved and 
developed a set of rules to survive in 
the democratic television age. First 
among them is to keep out of politics 
— a matter of individual approach 
as much as obeying written 
constitutions. In Britain, the three 
“dignified functions” of the monarch 
as identified by the Victorian 
political writer Walter Bagehot are 
the right to be consulted, the right 
to encourage and the right to warn. 
In fact, many experts maintain that 


the Queen’s power is even greater 


but that, in an effective 

two-party political 
system of democracy, 
she has rarely needed 
to use it. 

On the Continent 
where elections are by 
proportional 

representation and 
coalitions spanning 
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: \ several political parties 

i \ are the rule, the 

\ monarch may have a 

greater influence in 

government than the 

fine print of the 

constitution implies. 

In Spain, for 

example, King Juan 

Carlos has had a 

considerable impact 

| ~ in leading his country 

fly into ihe democratic fold after 
decades of military dictatorship. 


-RITTEN OFF 
as “Franco’s 
lapdog” when 

he succeeded to 

the restored throne in 1975, Juan 
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Carlos used his almost plenary 
powers and considerable personal 
charm to build a parliamentary — 
democracy and strip himself of his 
own constitutional power in the 
process — and, in 1981, the King’s 
cool conduct in the face’ of an 
attempted military coup confirmed 
Juan Carlos’s impeccable democratic 
credentials. 

In less volatile Belgium, the 
late King Baudouin was active in 
maintaining a precarious balance in 
a country divided culturally and 
linguistically, and Queen Juliana of 
the Netherlands once presided over 
209 days without a government in 
1972-73. But the ever-present threat 
of civil strife makes the succession in 
Belgium the trickiest of all European 
monarchies. 

When Baudouin died 
unexpectedly three years ago, it had 
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been widely understood that his 
brother, Prince Albert, would 


renounce his claim to the throne in 
favour of his own son, Prince 
Philippe. Whether the decision was 
made by the family or by the 
Christian Social government is 
unclear, but Albert was persuaded to 
take the throne. 


HE SECOND tule 
is to maintain family 
discipline. In the 
Netherlands, Queen 
Beatrix holds regular family 
gatherings and is fabled for her 
managerial experience “the 
general manager of the kingdom” as 
she has been described by her press 
secretary. Her son, Crown Prince 
Willem-Alexander — known to the 
Dutch press as the Prince of Fun — 
is reputed to have caused some 
concern with the Dutch palace, 
while his facing number in 
Copenhagen, Denmark’s Crown 
Prince Frederik, has admitted in a 
newspaper interview that he is 
struggling to develop enthusiasm for 
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the job that awaits him 
on the death of his 
mother, Queen 
Margrethe. 

There are claims 
that Beatrix rules her © 
family with a rod of iron; 
there are no indications 
that Queen Elizabeth II 
has the same approach | 
and critics claim that if 
she had, the traumas that 
have rocked the House of Windsor 
in recent years might have been 
avoided 

The third rule that the 
Europeans have evolved is one to 
which  bBritain’s House of 
Windsor may have the greatest 
difficulty adapting — to 
maintain a modest lifestyle, 
even if some of the 
continental Royals include, 
like Queen Beatrix, some 
of the richest people in | 
Europe. The Dutch| 
Queen, however, does § 
not ride a bicycle! She 
does, however, live in the 
Huis ten Bosch (the 
House in the Wood) 
close to her office in the 
Noordeinde Palace inE® 
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The Hague. Shatin fone Juan 
Carlos lives in the Zarzuela Palace, a 
modest hunting lodge in a park 
outside Madrid rather than in the 
sumptuous 18th century Palacio 
Real in his capital. Conspicuous 
consumption, especially at the 
taxpayer's expense, is shunned. Most 
of the European Royals do not own 
the palaces in which they live and 
work and the taxpayers support only 
the monarch and the heir — the rest 
of the family are expected to get 
themselves a proper job. 


’ UROPE’S 
. Royal children 
-are sent to 
normal schools 
and often to 
universities abroad where they are 
more likely to enjoy anonymity. If 
they sail yachts, fly aircraft, ride 
motorbikes and drive fast cars, that 
is tolerated provided they satisfy the 
public and press that underneath 
they are “serious”. 
Denmark’s Queen Margrethe, 
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for example, came to the throne at 
the relatively tender age of 31, 
having been primed for her role by 
studying at the universities of 
Copenhagen and Aarhus. She also 
spent time at Girton College, 
Cambridge, in Paris and in London. 
From her Swedish grandfather, she 
inherited an interest in 
archaeology. 

She has also pursued her 
artistic accomplishments in 
painting, design and needlework 
and was considered good enough 
to be commissioned to design a 
recent production by the Royal 
Danish Ballet. 

And then there is the 
biological factor — Europe’s Royal 
families must arm themselves against 
the possibility that nature will deal 
them a genetic bad hand and give 
them heirs unwilling or unfit for the 
task. 

Royal families, especially 
on the continent, have to 
maintain family 
discipline in an 
age when other 
parents seem 
unwilling to 


do so; they have’ to live in a style © 
that distinguishes them, but not 
lavishly so; they have to get close to 
their people, but not too close; and 
they have to cope with an 
increasingly intrusive press. 


HE EUROPEAN 
Royals generally 
*)/ have a quieter time 
/ dealing with their 
press and media than 
the House of Windsor has known 
recently. Spain’s Juan Carlos had the 
reputation of being the most 
accessible monarch in Europe, but 
has stopped giving interviews. 
“Television is the wrong way for the 
King to reach the public,” was his 
office’s explanation. “If it’s serious, it 
becomes political. If it’s light, it just 
looks frivolous.” 
There is always the possibility that 
as the 21st century looms and as 
Europe’s newspapers follow the British 
example and abandon their deferential 
posture, the business of reigning 
Pm could become less and _ less 
attractive to its hereditary 
holders. 

A Spanish commentator, 
remarking on the freshest of Europe's 
constitutional monarchies, declared: 
“A king has to be distant, yet close. He 
has to be modern and traditional at the 
same time. He has to be informal, but 
A, not middle class’ — the kind of 

\ definition that could have been 
written to advise Prince Charles as 
he considers how to restore his 
credibility and prestige. Juan Carlos, 
a man whom Charles admires, might 
provide the model that will rescue the 


House of Windsor. Ci 
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Queen Beatrix of the Netherlands 
is among the richest people in 
Europe. The Dutch Queen, 
however, does not ride a bicycle! 
She does, however, live with her 
Gennan-born husband Prince 
Claus (facing page) in the Huis 
ten Bosch (the House in the 
Wood) close to her office in the 
Noordeinde Palace in The Hague. 


o 


“Very few of us will ever have the chance to visit the 
archives in Moscow . . this book conveys the look, the feel 
| and the excitement of handling the original documents . . 
| the more time you allow, the more you discover . . it is 
i stunning, far more impressive than 
anything else of its kind” 
CHARLOTTE ZEEPVAT Royalty Digest 


@ THE ROMANOVS: LOVE, POWER & 
TRAGEDY The world’s fascination with the fate of the 
last Tsar and Tsarina and their family has persisted for eight 
decades now since their murder at the hands of a Bolshevik 
murder squad. With the collaboration of the Russian State 
Archive, Leppi Publications 320-page book with more than 
600 pictures — many from the Romanovs’ own family 
albums — is the most gripping publication ever on one of the 
tragedies that shaped the history of our century. Leading 
contemporary Russian and European historians have 
contributed authoritative commentary to this visual treasure 
chest of history. UK £50; USA $85; Canada $90; 
Australia $99; Europe & Elsewhere Overseas £60. eel 


*PAYMENT FOR THIS BOOK SHOULD BE TO LEPPI PUBLICATIONS AND NOT ROYALTY* Th e definitive 
a | 
cette Diana books at_ || 
i A record of the world’s bargain price! 
love affair with the Princess of Wales f The books that rocked the House of 


Windsor! Readers have a unique 
Peete opportunity to acquire — at a bargain 
weiosd @ TRAVELS WITH A PRINCESS In the first price! — the three historic books that 
neg decade of her marriage, the Princess of Wales toured the world at shook the world when they first 
her husband’s side — and the world fell in love with her! appeared. In 1992; Andrew Morton s | 
: : : ; Diana: Her True Story revealed the 
Photographer Jayne Fincher accompanied the Prince and Princess ane: | 
p A : I : cracks in Charles and Diana’s marriage. 
on all their foreign trips and this is her record of the world’s love two years ater, Morton followed with 


affair with their favourite Royal. As well as her stunning photographs, Diana: Her New Life, chronicling how 


AGEN TEE 


ward 


Jayne has recorded her thoughts, making this book a unique oa atm ot reheat a creas 
H + it 7 Io Wy . attempts to carve hersell a new 
combination as it is totally a woman’s view of the most photographed jit. then more fireworks came with 


woman in the world at the height of her fame and activity. Diana In Private, a society insider's 
UK £19: USA $26: Canada $30; Australi : d view. * All three books can be ~ 
: ; Canada ; Australia $40; Europe and yours at our special bargain price 
of UK £25; USA $45; Canada $50; 
Elsewhere overseas £25. Australia $65; Europe & 


elsewhere overseas £35. 
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FAST FAX? Credit Card orders can be faxed straight to our London office on 044 1812019965 FAST FAX! 
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Wh a fantastic 

10-day holiday cruise on 

the waterways of ther 
Tsars! ~ CRB, 


* AT LAST! The most perfect 
way to explore Russia — and 
you, as a treasured Royalty 
subscriber, have the 
opportunity to make it your 
holiday of a lifetime! 
k ALL YOU HAVE TO DO to 
be eligible is ensure that your 
subscription is up-to-date and 
tell us, in no more than thirty 
words, why this would be 
YOUR holiday of a lifetime. 
Simple, isn’t it! Or, if you’re 
not a subscriber already, see 
the inside back cover of this 
issue to find out how you can 
become one — and 
immediately be 
eligible for this 
great contest! 
* THE OPENING 
of the waterways 
between St 
Petersburg and 
Moscow means that 
a visit to the two 
great cities can be 
linked with a 
relaxing seven-day cruise 
that travels (see map 
opposite) the Neva River, 
Lake Ladoga, the Svir 
River, Lake Onega, the 
Baltic Canal, White Lake, 
the Volga River and, 
finally, the Moscow and 
Volga Canal. = 
* THE TRIP will be made on the MV 
Kirov, a first-class 280-passenger vessel built in Germany in 
1989. Over 400 foot long, she is a sleek vessel offering 
considerable comfort. Promenade decks offer excellent vantage 
points to view the ever-changing scenery and all cabins are air- 
conditioned with private showers and toilets. 

THE CRUISE on this intricate system of waterways 
encompasses silver birch and pine forests, sandy shores, calm 
flowing water and spectacular late sunsets in the land of the 


\ 


of a Lifetime 


VT 


\ the holiday 
\ ofa 
“Nfetime 


The MV Kirov which will carry you 
from St Petersburg to Moscow 


| ae aretnavs @ tHe Thane) 


900 sen 


“White Nights”. Moonlit calls 
will be at such historic towns 
as Uglich (main picture) 
where the blue cupolas 
decorated with golden stars of 
the riverside church make a stunning landmark. Also included 
are a two-day exploration of St Petersburg and a tour of 
Moscow that will take in major sights such as Red Square, St 
Basil’s Cathedral and the Kremlin. 

> REMEMBER - if you’re a current subscriber, you're already 
eligible for this Holiday of a Lifetime offer. If you subscription is 
due for renewal — or even if it has lapsed — see the FAST FAX 
RENEWAL information on this page to make sure of your 
opportunity to win this Holiday of a Lifetime for yourself and a 
companion. Remember — all you have to do to be the lucky one is 
tell us in no more than 30 words, why that’s what it would be! 


NEWALS! If your subscription has lapsed or is due for renewal, make sure of your chance of this Holiday 
by renewing by Credit Card. Send your details by FAX to 044 1812019965 FAST FAX RENEWALS! 


WANT TO SUBSCRIBE? SEE THE INSIDE BACK COVER FOR FULL DETAILS AND GET THE CHANCE OF THE HOLIDAY OF ALIFET IME 


How the members of the British 
Royal Family dress has 
always attracted public 

interest — and never more so 
than in the last fifteen years ff 
when media attention focused — 
on the 2m, young members 
of the House of Windsor like 
the Princess of Wales and the 
Duchess of York. Diana 
Spencer and Sarah Ferguson, 
however, lived in a totally | 
different media world than \ 
Princess Charlotte of Wales and 
Queen Victoria, whose fashion is 
the subject of a stunning new 
book In Royal Fashion. 
Drawing on the Museum of London's 
collection of royal costumes — some of tt 
on long-term loan from the Royal 
Collection — author Kay Staniland 
focuses on Charlotte, the daughter of the 
Prince Regent who later became George IV 
and her more famous cousin Victoria who 
became Queen. Charlotte was a statuesque 
but gauche young woman who found brief 
happiness in marriage before her 
tragically early death in 1817 at the age 
of 21. The author has combined 
contemporary letters, diaries and fashion 
journals with the evidence of the existing 


va 


clothes to shed new light on the personalities 


A BACKWARD 


GLANCE TOT THE TIMES OF QUEEN VICTORI 


of these two royal women. 
Queen Victoria’s clothes present 
her vividly as a child, as a 
slender young woman rejoicing 
in the freedom of becoming 
queen, and as a doting wife 
) and mother — images that 
have been wiped from the 
public memory by those from her 
long widowhood. That image of 
the familiar dark, rotund figure 
presiding remotely over the family 
and an empire on which the sun never 
set, 1s the one which has been handed 
down from history. Victoria’s beloved 
husband, Prince Albert, was six-foot 
tall while she was tiny. Her lack of 
height was frequently commented on 
by those who met her, but was soon 
forgotten once her commanding 
personality made itself felt. Princess 
_. Charlotte, by contrast, was five-foot- 
seven inches tall and the dresses 
* associated with the last months of her 
- life reveal how the usual construction 
~ of fashionable dresses could be 
modi ified to cope with pregnancy at a 
Bae 2 time when identifiable “maternity” 
i dresses are not known to have 
# existed. In Royal Fashion a//ows 
us to share this exceptionally rich 


“royal heritage. 


A 
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This is the dress that 
Victoria is said to have worn 
on her first day as Queen, 
20th June 1837, at a Privy 
Council meeting. Made 
of silk, its original colour 
was black but is now a 
mottled brown. 
(Facing page) Victoria wore 
this green silk bonnet over 
wire hoops, which dates 
from 1850-60. 
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GLANCE TO THE TIMES ‘OF QUEEN VICTORIA 


Back to 1840 and two views 
of Queen Victoria’s wedding 
dress. Typical of the period, 
it is made from finely woven 
cream silk satin made in 
Spitalfields and embellished 
with Honiton lace. The 
dresses original creamy 
white colour has darkened 
with age. 

Her bonnet (facing 
page)with white cotton 
braid, chine silk frill and 
ribbons dates from the 
decade 1845-55. That above 
has white braid and watered 
silk frill with ribbons. 
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A BACKWARD YY GLANCE TO THE TIMES OF QUEEN VICTORIA 


For the opening of the Great 
© rechibition in 1851, Victoria wore 
- this silk dress, originally a deep 
pink with vertical bands of 
interlocking silver circles . . . but 
the colour of the silk has faded 
- because of prolonged public display. 
(Inset) A uniform jacket worn by the 
Queen as Field Marshal of the 
Grenadier Guards — scarlet facecloth 
_ trimmed with blue barat and white 
cloth piping. 


bo book must be read by anyone 
interested in fashion . . anyone working in 
fashion should read it twice . . anyone 
interested in English history should 
possess and cherish it.” That's the verdict 
of Royal designer Hardy Amies on 

In Royal Fashion by Kay Staniland. 
Royalty readers can purchase it if softback 
by writing to Royalty Bookclub, PO 
Box 3278, London NW11. Prices are 
UK £30; Europe & Elsewhere 
Overseas £35; USA $50; Canada 
$60; Australia $75. A limited edition 
hardback is also available for UK £45; 
Europe & Elsewhere Overseas £50; 
USA $70; Canada $80; Australia 
$90 
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This embroidered net 
dress, dating from 
1814-16, with court . 
train is associated with 
Princess Charlotte and 
is an exquisite 
example of the 
Regency dressmaker’s 
art. It was an 
extremely costly dress, 
intended for wear at 
Europe's Royal Courts 
by a lady of high social 

Status. 


Royalty 69 


When the totalitarian 
regimes of Eastern 
Furope collapsed at 
the beginning of the 
Nineties with the end 
of communism in the 
Soviet Union, royalists rejoiced that in some of 
the newly democratised countries there was an 
opportunity for the restoration of the 


th 
t. 


monarchies deposed by the Russians. One Q 


the best bets for a restoration seemed to be. 


Romania. But with the abolition of the hated 
Geaucescu regime the world was suddenly 
made aware of the schisms that 


70 Reyaly 


PRINCE PAUL AND PRINCESS LIA 


had festered within the 
Romanian Royal 
Family itself. 

However, as the 
millenium 
approaches, both sides of 
the Romanian royals have dedicated 
themselves to the renewal of their country. 
Lady Henrietta ROUS explains the 


a 


of reasons for the rift within the family and the 


efforts of Prince Paul and his American-born 
wife to mend the broken fences — and restore 
his grandmother to her rightful place in her 
country’s history. 


RINCE PAUL of Romania 


the Royal Family to return 
~ to Romania after the 
» uprising in 1989 which 
“i. deposed the dictator 
Nicolas Ceaucescu and ended 
the domination of the 
communist regime. 


The shooting had barely stopped 
when Paul — flown in on a private plane 
arranged by a friend, Baron Marc 
Burca — set foot in his country for the 
first time. Six years later, he heads the 
Prince Paul Foundation for Romania 
and lives permanently in Bucharest. 

His marriage to an Oxford- 
educated American of Romanian origin, 
Lia Georgia Triff, who worked at the 
White House, was celebrated in 
September 1996 as the first royal 
wedding in eastern Europe for over 50 
years and with Paul’s family’s historic 
victory in the Romanian Tribunal Court 
of Alexandria, the story of the 
Romanian Royal Family changed 
forever. 

The court’s judgment established 
that his father, Prince Carol Mircea, was 
the legitimate first-born son of King 
Carol Il and that the marriage of the 
then Crown Prince Carol and loana 


A postage stamp with the 
image of King Carol seen (left) 
with his new bride loana 
shortly after their marriage in 
1918. (Below) The marriage 
certificate marking the event. 
loana was later known as 
ex-Princess Carol until she 
died in 1953. 
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Valentina Lambrino, was a_ legal = dares 

marriage that had been illegally Zs + 

annulled. The Court of Alexandria i s D g 

agreed with the earlier judgements in [P=] OLD, fe 

the Supreme Courts of Portugal in ps 5 MBS gt AN 

1955 and France in 1957. This ka a 

landmark decision, made in three _PO7Z 2 , 

countries, had taken over half a Bak 
teu ci fen FE 


century. 

The courts in each of the 
three countries involved also 
decided that Romania does not 
have morganatic marriages and Zz ‘ : 
that the senior branch of the royal te ae ; EAE eee tend 
family is that of Prince Carol A _= | Oe “Ecebe Z, 
Mircea; the Romanian Orthodox 
Church subsequently 47 > 
announced publicly that it never Ck a 
annulled the marriage of Prince Carol 
and loana Valentina. 

This civil annulment of Carol’s 


Le 


marriage changed history 
at a time of great political 
and social upheaval - a 
story that begins at the 
turn of the century when 
Europe was completely re- 
shaped by the First World 
War and created a 75-year 
rift with the stakes high for 
each of the two half- 
brothers, Carol and 
Michael, and members of 
the two branches of the 
Romanian royal family. 


N 15TH MAY 
1881, Romania was 
proclaimed a kingdom. 
The princely house of 
Hollenzollern-Sigmarigen 
provided a King and the 
decree, published on 22nd 
March 1889, proclaimed 
that the line of succession 
would go to the male 
members of the Royal 
family; members would 
bear the titles of HRH 


Prince and Princess of 


Romania. 

Carol, the first King 
of Romania, married 
Elizabeth, Princess of 
Wied; they had no 
children so, through 
Romanian Constitution 
Article . 83 - 
“in absence of male 
issue of HM Carol | the 
succession to the 
throne will devolve 
-upon the eldest of his 
brothers or in line of 


descendants” — his nephew 


Prince Ferdinand 

Hollenzollern-Sigmarigen 

inherited the throne. 
Ferdinand 


72 Rayaly . 


married 
Princess Marie of Great 
Britain and in 1914 the royal 
family consisted of Crown 
Prince Carol (later King Carol 
Il), Prince Nicholas, Princesses 


One of Prince 
Paul’s 
objectives is 
to mobilise 
Romania’s 
artists and 
sports 
stars as 
role 
models for 
the new 
generation 
of 
Romanians 
growing up in 
a country in 
the middle of a 
social 
transformation — 
international 
stars such as 
opera singer 
Angela 
Gheorghiu and 
(top) Olympic 
gymnast Nadia 
Comaneci. 


Prince Paul and his American-born bride Lia wore the historic Romanian crowns, 
saved by the country’s churchmen, when they were married last September by the 
Patriarch of the Romanian Orthodox Church — eastern Europe’s first royal wedding in 

over fifty years. (Inset) Prince Paul with his great-aunt, the Reverend Mother 
Princess Ileana, who has been active in the attempts to reunite the Royal Family. 


Elizabeta, Marie and lleana. 

The marriage of Carol and loana 
was an epic story of romance and 
intrigue during the First World War. 
loana Valentina Came from an old 
aristocratic family whose ancestors 
included a Byzantine Emperor and were 
descended from the Princely Houses of 
Cuza and Brancovan. Her brother, lon, 
was one of Prince Carol’s best friends 
and the LambrinosS were often seen at 
court. For about two years after the 
beginning of World War One, while 
Romania was oOccCupied by enemy 
German troops, Prince Carol and loana 
Valentina were together in Bucharest. 


| \\FTER a long courtship, Prince 
Carol decided to marry loana before he 
had to join his regiment. The Orthodox 
marriage took place in Odessa on 31st 
August 1918, in the presence of 
Princess Kropotkin, and the Grand 
Duke Michael Nikolaievich. Formal 


notification was transmitted to the 

Romanian Consul General and to the 

groom’s father, King Ferdinand |. 
Queen Marie’s only objection to 


Prince Paul joins the 
Patriarch at the blessing 
(below) of the 300 year- 
old Brancovan 
cross . The two-ton 
national symbol 
had been 
senselessly 
bulldozed by the 
dictator Ceaucescu. 


her son’s marriage was that 
loana Valentina was Romanian 
and hence could not help her 
fulfil her ambitions to expand 
her country’s borders. The 
diaries of the Queen later 
poignantly lament her 
treatment of them. 

Romania’s Royal Family 
today contains more 
Romanian blood than ever 
before. Prince Paul’s younger 
cousin Princess Margarita, (Mrs 
Radu Dada) married a 
Romanian actor. There is a 
tradition in the Royal Family 
that, after a Royal marriage, the 
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’ couple participate in a protocol 
~ with the Romanian Orthodox 
church. The Patriarch of the 

worldwide Romanian 
~~ Orthodox church 
- suggested to Prince 
Paul that he fulfil his 
royal duty by 
reconstructing the 300 
f year-old two-ton 
Cpthonge Brancovan cross, a 
national symbol that had been 
_. senselessly bull-dozed to the 
iy ground during the Ceaucescu 
_ regime — a gesture which was 
also seen to honour Paul’s 
father. 

The marriage of 
Romania’s ex-King Michael 
and his wife, Princess Anna of 
Bourbon-Parma, has produced 
five daughters. Although 
Prince Paul is not a pretender 
to the throne and the court 
case does not affect the 
Monarchy, the country’s 
royalists consistently point to 
the fact that Article 34 of the 
Romanian Royal Constitution, 

under the ancient salic 
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Prince Paul with 
students during a 
' book-signing at one 
a | of Romania’s 
universities. 


laws, states: “The Constitutional 
powers of the King are hereditary in the 
male line, in order of primogeniture and 
to the perpetual exclusion of females 
and their descendants”. There is no 


HM FERDINAND of Romania 1922 


HM CAROL I of Romania 1881 
Prince Carol of 
Hohenzollern-Sigmaringen 
(1866-1914) 
married 
Princess Elizabeth von Wied 
(known as Carmen Sylvia) 


Prince Ferdinand Victor Albert Meinrad 
of Hohenzollen 
Crown Prince of Romania (1889) 
(1914-1927) 


reason to believe that the Romanians 
will change their constitution; but — 
through the Prince Paul Foundation — 
one of Paul’s aims is to change the 
outside world’s perception of Romania. 

A new country with a new 
dimension is being created as 


married 
Princess Marie (1875-1938) 
d. of Alfred, Duke of Saxe-Coburg and Gotha 
Prince of Great Britain and Ireland, Duke of Edinburgh 


internationally respected Romanians 
like Olympic gymnast Nadia Comaneci, 
opera diva Angela Gheorghiu, musician 
Gheorghe Zhamfir and director Andrei 
Serban all participate in events to inject 


) HETHER royalist or 
republican, Romania heads into the 
21st century determined to be strong. 
All members of Europe’s other Royal 
Families dearly wish that the two 
branches join together symbolically. 
Romania’s freedom from 
communism allows her court system to 
agree with the other historic European 
decisions and heal an injustice to loana, 
now reinstated as part of the country’s 
proud past: and for all to benefit from the 
work to which all the Royal Family are 
committed. GR 
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CAROL I King of Romania 1 
1930-1940 (1893-1953) 


married 
1) (1918) loana Maria 
Valentina Lambrino 


Descendant of Princely 
Houses 
of Cuza and Brancovan 
(1898-1953) 
2) (1921) Helen of 
Greece 


(1896-1982) 
3) Elena (Magda) 
Lupescu 1899-1977) 


CAROL Mircea 
(1920) 


married 
1) Helene Henriette 
Nevavizt 


2) Jeanne Williams 


3) Antonia Calville 


Prince PAUL 
(1948) 
married 
Lia Trff 


Prince ALEXANDER Princess MARGARITA 
(1961) (1949) 
married 


Marie 
(1870-1874) | 
without descendant 
T : 
Now 


ee 


yest Alexander | King of Yugoslavia 
baad ho (1888-1934) | eure 


MICHAEL | (1921) King of == 
Romania 1927-30 1940-47 married 
Princess Anne (1923) of 
Bourbon-Parma 


Princess IRINA 
(1953) 


Princess ELENA 
(1950) 
Radu Duda 


Princess SOPHIE 
(1957) 


aN one yesterdays 


‘Ghe Princess they 
called Goldilo Wad 


parents. They pointed out 
that such a name would 
give away Mary's age in 
later life. 


rincess Victoria 
Alice Mary, Princess Royal 
from 1932 till 1965,was the 


only daughter and , 
favourite child of King Nicknames were 
George V and Queen Mary allowed, though. While still 
Where the King could be small, Mary was called 


“Goldilocks” because of her 
beautiful fair hain She was 
as good as gold, too. Mary 
grew up to be the “ideal” 
obedient child. She never 
minded discipline, never 
rebelled against the strict 
nursery regime and later 
got down to her lessons 
without the fuss and 
resistance which 
characterised her brothers. 
Mary's lifelong 
interests showed early. 
While still young, she 
developed a passion for 
horses and riding. 
Inevitably, as the only girl 
in the family, she was something of a tomboy and became 
adept at several sports, including tennis, cycling, 
swimming and cricket. Mary’s more intellectual side 
showed in her tastes in art, antiques and old china and 


stern, even brutal, towards 
his sons, he spoiled his 
daughter and when she 
married in 1922, suffered 
all the agonies of & father 
obliged to give his darling 
into the lifelong care of 
another man. 

Princess Mary, as she 
was known, was born at 
York Cottage, her parents’ 
home on the Sandringham 
estate, on 25th Aprel 1897, 
the year of great- 
grandmother Queen 
Victoria’s Diamond 
Jubilee. She narrowly 
escaped being named 
“Diamond” in honour of the event. Her grandfather, the 

future King Edward VII,and Queen Victoria, who 
favoured the idea, were tactfully dissuaded by Mary's 


—————— 
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| also in her love of botany. 
| A skilled gardener, Mary 


| knew what to look for 

| when she scoured the 

) Sandringham grounds for 
| specimens. She butlt up a 

| fine collection of plants 

) and seaweed indigenous to 
| the area. 


As if this were not 


| enough, Mary was also a 
| talented musician. She 
| played the piano well and 


the famous singer Dame 


| Nellie Melba considered 
|| that had she not been 
|| royal, the princess could 


have pursued a successful 


i. career as a mezz0-SOprano. 


There was, of course, 


|| no chance of that. Like all 
| royals, Mary's life was pre- 
| planned by her birth. She 

| was meant for Royal 


| Family service and during 


| the First World War worked 


| in a munitions factory 
canteen, the Red Cross, the 


| Voluntary Aid Detachment 
| and other organisations. 
| As a 21st birthday present, 


| she was allowed to enlist 


! as a probationer at Great 
|| Ormond Street Hospital for 


| Children in London. Mary 


\| insisted on being treated 


| as an ordinary student. 
She once used the 


emptying a chamber pot. 


* 


| intimidating look perfected by her formidable mother, 
| Queen Mary when another nurse tried to stop her 


The War had occupied Mary’s late teens and early 
|| twenties. Together weth her father’s possessive attitude 
\' wards he this sieht Hg she married at a 
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relatively late age for a princess. She was 24 before she 
met her future husband, Henry, Viscount Lascelles, the 
wealthy heir to the fifth Earl of Harewood. 

Fortunately, King George already knew and liked 
Lascelles, who was one of his shooting pals. Even so, 
Lascelles was no Sir Galahad. Fourteen years Mary’s 


senior, he lacked charm 
and had such mournful 
looks that he was known as 
“the dismal bloodhound”. 
None of this mattered 
to Mary and the wedding, 
at Westminster Abbey, took 
place on 25th February 
1922. After the honeymoon 
in Florence, the couple 
settled at Harewood House, 
the Lascelles family home 
in Yorkshire. Here, Mary 
soon revelled in country 
life and the imposing 
beauties of the moors, the. 
horse racing held near her 
home and the botanical 
opportunities Yorkshire 
afforded. 
The new Viscountess 
Lascelles was readily 
accepted by Yorkshire folk, 
who were not known for 
their love of “southerners”. 
They named her “Queen of 
the North”, a title Mary 
greatly valued. 
Mary soon produced 
a family of two boys: 
George, the present Earl of 
Harewood in 1923, and the Hon. Gerald Lascelles in 
1924. In 1929, when her husband succeeded his father, 
Mary became Countess of Harewood. Three years later, 
after the death of Louise, Duchess of Fife, the previous 
holder of the title, she was proclaimed Princess Royal. 
The honour, which has devolved on the eldest or 
only daughter of a monarch for over three centuries, 
made little difference to Mary. She preferred to 
concentrate on good works in Yorkshire. There, she 
especially concerned herself with the unemployed who 
proliferated in the north of England in the Depression 
years of the 1930s. 
During the Second World War, which began in 


1939, Mary served as Chief 
Controller of the Auxiliary 
Territorial Service (ATS, 
the women’s branch of the 
army). This had her 
travelling the country 
visiting troops and service 
canteens. She was also 
appointed President of 
Papworth Hospital after 
her youngest brother, the 
Duke of Kent, was killed in 
an air crash in 1942. 
Shortly after the War, 
in 1947, her husband died 
and Mary took some time 
coming to terms with tt. 
She became a semi-recluse 
at Harewood House and 
took to taking long, lonely 
walks across the moors. 
Eventually, however, 
she “re-enlisted” in the 
Royal Family and became 
a working member of what 
her second brother, King 
George VI, had called “the 
JSamily firm.” Mary toured 
Canada in 1955, Nigeria in 
1957, and in 1964 
distributed the Royal 
Maundy and represented her niece, Queen Elizabeth, at 
Zambia's independence celebrations. Sadly, Mary’s new 
public life came to an abrupt end after ten years. On 28th 
March 1965, she died from a heart attack while walking 
im the gardens of Harewood House with her elder son, the 
present Earl — four weeks away from her 65th birthday. 
During her busy, active life, Mary had made such 
an impact as Princess Royal that the title was still 
identified with her for a long time after her death. It was 
not until 1987 that she faded sufficiently into Royal 
Family history for the title to pass to the next holder and 
present Princess Royal, Princess Anne. 
BRENDA RALPH LEWIS 


the pages where our readers have their say 


Will we end up 
with a Princess of 
earts? 


SINCE THE MARRIAGE of the 
Prince and Princess of Wales ran 
into trouble five years ago, my 
sympathies in the main have been 
with Diana. It’s only natural that 
women should side with the party 
we see has been wronged. 

Ialso felt that Diana was on 
the right lines when she 
announced that she intended to 
create a new role for herself — that 
of a Princess of Hearts. 

But in the eighteen months 
since she announced that desire, I 
have began to have my doubts. I 
do not doubt the Princess’s 
sincerity, but she seems to be 
stepping into a minefield of her 
own making. Visits such as she 
made to war-torn Angola to many 
will have turned her into a 
Princess of Bleeding Hearts. 

I still feel that if I have to take 
‘sides over the break-up of the 
Wales marriage, Diana will get my 
vote. But I must confess to some 


DIVORCE, ROYAL STYLE 


AS SOMEONE who has recently 
divorced, I must confess that the 
experience has totally changed my 
view of the events of the last few 
years within the Royal Family. 

The recent British TV 
programme on Princess Margaret 
also made me think about how 
the Queen’s sister has been 
treated by the media as a parasite 
living off the backs of her sister’s 
subjects. 

Few of us have sat down and 
thought about the pressures that 
being royal puts on individuals. 
We now know, for instance, that 
the marriage of Prince Charles 
and Lady Diana Spencer was not 
the great made-in-heaven love 
match we were told it was. We 
now know that Charles was more 
or less bullied into “finding a 
bride” by his father. 

So should we be so surprised 
that the marriage eventually came 
apart at the seams? Remember, we 

are living in the 1990s, 
not the 1890s, and the 
wonder is that Diana 
bit her lip for so long. 
Charles seemed to 
have been living in the 
1890s if he thought 
such a spirited woman 
would go along with 
him having a mistress 
in this day and age. 

Perhaps his aunt, 
Princess Margaret, was 
the first modern royal 
when she and Anthony 
Armstrong-Jones 
divorced. They both 
obviously felt that to 
continue in a loveless 
marriage wasn’t worth 
it — royal or not. 

The history books 
tell us that the 
difficulties of royal 
marriage is something 
that Prince Charles’ 
ancestors experienced 


uneasiness every time I see her The Royal Yacht Britannia deserves a more dignified retirement as well. It is foolish to 

surrounded by suffering humanity ; — ____ think that these 

— they provide too obvious a Britannia, which has been a junked. Where’s the pride in the difficulties are something that 

tremendous “photo opportunity”. symbol to all of the world of the wonderful work done by the only his generation are 

Jennifer Fern, Witney, Oxon, pomp and glory of the Royal Queen and the Royal Family experiencing. 

England. Family, just ditched. flying the flag around the world | The difference is that the veil 

ITANNIA? We haven’t been able to keep with Britannia? of silence that kept everything 

RULE BRE up with all the debate and Will it just be sunk without a under wraps in earlier times is no 

YOU BRITISH really faze me! How arguments about the future of the = murmur of protest from the British longer there. Now we know. 

can the British people stand by Britannia, but I’m lost for words people? Birgit Watkins, St Laurent, Catherine Gallagher, Canterbury, 

and see the Royal Yacht to hear that it’s just going to be Quebec, Canada H4M 1H4. Kent, England. 


YOU, TOO, CAN HAVE YOUR SAY ON MATTERS MONARCHICAL 


Misguided 
courage - 
that was 

her problem 


IT MUST HAVE BEEN 
embarrassing for the Queen 
and the other members of the 
Royal Family to watch the 
antics of the Duchess of York 
in recent months. 

Sarah’s argument that she 
has become an ordinary 
working mother who has to 
pay the bills just like the rest 
of us won’t wear — certainly 
not with people like myself 


Pn ay Se 


similar situation. 
I didn’t have Sarah’s 
monstrous debts, but that is 
is one thing where she has 
r Albert: struggling to restore some dignity to the Principality. absolutely nobody to blame 
but herself. 
@ @ @ e Many of your readers will 
say that she has shown guts 
Dignity on the Riviera 222=22=. 
head back above water after 
the disastrous failure of her 


EVERY TIME I READ about the the most beautiful children. grateful that she has also marriage to Prince Andrew. 
antics that involve Princess But what must the late inherited her mother’s dignity If only she had shown such 
Stephanie of Monaco, my blood Princess Grace now think of her Caroline’s own fortitude after guts and determination to fit 
does boil! youngest daughter? She would the tragic death of her husband herself into the life of the 

I can remember the joy that not be proud of the shennanigans Stefano Casiraghi earned her the Royal Family she had joined 
swept the world when the fairytale _ that she has got up to. respect of people worldwide. through that marriage. If she’d 
marriage of the Hollywood film My only consolation is that Prince Rainier must be glad that done that, all the recent 
star and the handsome Prince she would have been proud of her his eldest child has turned out to undignified behaviour would 
took place in the Fifties and how eldest child, Princess Caroline. be a woman who commands not have been needed. Sadie 
we all went on to rejoice when the —_ She has inherited more than just respect. Margaret Norsa, Atlanta, _ Fallon, Des Moines, lowa,USA. 
couple were blessed with three of good looks. Monaco can be Georgia, USA. 


WRITE TO: THE LAST WORD, ROYALTY, BOX 327 8, LONDON NWI! SDP, Qh 81 
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Denfriends 


the friendship page for our worldwide family of readers 


To have your message included, write to 
Penfriends, Royalty PO Box 3278, London NW11 
SDP. Rates for insertion are UK £5; USA $15; Canada $20; 

Australia $20,elsewhere overseas £10. Payment can be 
made by cheque in the currencies listed. Remittances 
should be made payable to Royalty. Please note this 


service is not for advertising goods or services. 


B HI! I'm a young 40 year-old 
single female looking to 
correspond with other singles. | 
have been a subscriber to 
Royalty for two years and | 
enjoy tennis, swimming, 
baseball. | love music and am 
currently trying to learn French. 
My Royal favourites are 
Princess Caroline and Princess 
Diana. Joanne Thompson, 3748 
Lemoy Village, St Louis MO 63125, 
USA. 


@ HI from Virginia. | am a 
divorced 52 year-old 
grandmother; | speak and write 
French, Spanish, German, 
Portuguese and Italian. My joys 
include cross-stitch, postcards, 
old schoolbooks, writing short 
stories, gardening and foreign 
music. | do volunteer work — 
currently | am the European 
Festival Organiser for the city of 
Ocean View-Norfolk, a festival 
held in the summer and 
December and open to the 
public. | would like to hear from 
anyone — male or female — any 
age, any country. Please write — 
I'd love to hear from you. Jesus 
Al-Barado Mitchell, 9625 2nd Bay 
Street, Ocean View-Norfolk, 
Virginia 23518, USA. 


Mi English lady, aged 26, would 
like penfriends from England, 
Scotland, Europe and America. 
| am a big fan of the Princess of 
Wales whom | met in the 
summer of ’92. | would love to 
hear from anyone who would 
like to Swap articles and - 
pictures of Diana. | also like 


Kate Bush and Braveheart star 
Mel Gibson and am greatly 
interested in the 17th and 18th 
centuries and dearly love the 
music of that period. My 
favourite haunts are castles, 
stately homes and the English 
countryside. | would like 
penfriends aged between 26 
and 35 — photos welcome! All 
letters welcomed and will be 
answered — the more the 
merrier! Can’t wait to hear from 
you all - write soon! Michelle 
Horner, 2 Grantley Grove, Old 
Bilton Grange, Kingston-upon-Hull 
HUS 4RY, England. 


i I’m looking for penpals. | am 
16 years old and will be 
seventeen in October. My 
hobbies are watching television, 
listening to the radio and 
reading books - to mention a 
few! | will be very happy if you 
write to me, dear friends. Mukai 
Manamike 5461A Dzivaresekwa, 
Harare, Zimbabwe. 


@ HI! My name is Kate and | 
would like to find female 
penpals from all over the world, 
especially the USA and 
Canada. I’m 29, married with 
three young children. My 
hobbies include cross-stitch 
and collecting postcards. | look 
forward to hearing from you, sO 
write to: Kate Tunnicliffe, 21 
Marlborough Road, Gosport, Hants 
PO12 3ES, England 


| AM 22 years old, single 
black female seeking 
penfriends from around the 
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world whose interests include — 
but not limited to — swimming, 
horse riding, plays, cinema, 
reading, travelling and learning 
about different cultures. 
Jacqueline Salmon, 540 Skiff 
Street, North Have, CT 06473, 
USA. 


 Russian-born, European- 
educated 33 year-old New 
Yorker looking to correspond 
with friendly people all over the 
world. | love travelling, skiing, 
fine arts, Venetian glass and 
cooking, but most of all | enjoy 
good, friendly conversation. 
Please write to Marina 
Koubasova, 47 West 75th Street, 


Suite 5F, New York NY 10023, USA. 


@ I’m a 46 year-old single 
mother of grown-up children 
looking for penfriends 
anywhere, any age. | am 
currently studying a business 
course part-time and my 
hobbies are films, crafts, 
reading, walking the dog and 
going on picnics. Please write 
to Madeleine De Laney, 6 Birkby 
Street, Box Hill North, Victoria, 
Australia 3129. 


i I’m a 16 year-old boy in 
secondary education and my 
nobbies are stamp collecting, 
writing letters, modelling, 
volleyball and basketball. 
Desperately seeking penfriends 
of either sex from all over the 
world! Should be between 14 
and 24 years of age. Edwin 
Cherayi, 25 Spreckley Road, 
Northend, Bulawayo, Zimbabwe. 


@ | AM a20 year-old Malawian 
boy looking for penpals from 
the USA, Canada, England, 
South Africa, Zimbabwe, 
Zambia and Botswana. My 
hobbies are playing football, 
listening to reggae music and 
pop, travelling, watching videos 
and reading romantic novels. 
Freza G Matick, House No. $129, 
PO Box 51708, Limbe, Malawi, 
Central Africa. 


| WOULD be very happy to 
find penpals in England, ; 
Sweden, Canada, the USA, 
France, Germany and Ireland. | 
hope to hear from you all soon! 
Bob Kiwome, PO Box 2675, 
Kampala, Uganda. 


_ Historical Items 
H Royalty H Nelson 
@ Napoleon 
Mi Staffordshire Figures 


Antiques Arcadia 


22 Richmond Hill 
Richmond Surrey TWIO0 6QX 


Open Saturday by 
appointment 


Tel/Fax 0181 9402035 


WANTED! 


Old postcards of British, 
European and world royalty 
= all collections large or 
small considered! 


Write to: 
Celine Krupina 
PO Box 3278 
Royalty Classified 
London NWI11 8DP 


EVERYTHING ROYAL 


English Royal Family commemoratives 
and memorabilia from Queen Victoria 
to the present. Books up to 50% off. 
New, used, rare, out of print, first 
edition books, magazines, newspapers, 
postcards, glass, china, tins, puzzles, 
photos, royal trading cards. Also Tsar 
Nicholas and Alexandra, Princess Grace 
of Monaco. Send US$5 for 120 page 
catalogue to: 

Alicia Carroll, Everything Royal, PO Box 
48796, Los Angeles, CA 90048, USA. 
Tel. 213-655-1458. Fax 213-655-5802, 
E-Mail Royal@cao.com 


A ARGAL READER 


Your source for quality 
Royal books — rare, unusual, 
collectable. 

From Alexander to Zita - 
and much more in between! 


@ For free catalogue call, 
write or fax 
A ROYAL READER 
290 Mel Avenue 
Palm Springs CA 92262 USA 


GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS 


The perfect gift for those 
loved ones . . . out of sight, but 
never out of mind 


DONOR’S NAME 


ADDRESS 


ROYALTY 


YOUR MIRROR ON THE WORLD'S ROYALS 


TOWN/CITY ss.) 


STATE/COUNTY 


COUNTRY. 
POSTCODE/ZIP 


wonderful 
world of Royalty 


g your invitation to Join us in the wonderful world of Royalty x | 


USE THIS BOX ONLY IF YOU ARE ORDERING A GIFT SUBSCRIPTION 


DONOR’S SPECIAL GIFT MESSAGE 


You can pay by personal cheque and money order in the following currencies. Please tick the appropriate boxes 


SIX ISSUES (UK £11 C1) US $26 2) CANADA $33 C) AUSTRALIA $38 CL) EUROPE £17 (1) ELSEWHERE OVERSEAS £19 


12 ISSUES C) UK £20 CUS $50 C CANADA $65 C) AUSTRALIA $75 LC EUROPE £32 (1) ELSEWHERE OVERSEAS £37 


| ENCLOSE PAYMENT BY () CHEQUE () MONEY ORDER (1) CREDIT CARD 


COUNTY/STATE. 


POST/ZIP CODE_ 
PLEASE MAKE ALL REMITTANCES PAYABLE TO ROYALTY 


WW, 


PAYMENT BY CREDIT CARD 


NN 


Cl ACCESS/MAST ERCARD (_] VISA _] AMERICAN EXPRESS 


VALID UNTIL 


CARD NUMBER 


HOOCCOSDOOOO | 


SIGNATURE Royalty, PO Box 3278 


PLEASE ALSO PRINT YOUR NAME IN BLOCK CAPITALS BELOW ygondon NW Sonn 


Royalty, PO Box 5144 

Grand Central Station 

New York NY 10163- 
5144 


| START WITH VOLUME 


\ MEFAST FAX TO: 044 1812019965 .mm Reavers nor svinc To perAce THER GME HOMO THE THEN FX OR PosTiT Ill FAST FAX TO: 044 1812019965 m 


‘the Swaminarayan Mission Mt 
“a = Lontion, the largest Hindu temp! 
in Europe. F 
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